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RELI 329 
 

ISLAM IN THE CONTEMPORARY WORLD 
 
Course co-ordinator:   Dr Art Buehler, HU 116 
     tel: 463-7409 art.buehler@vuw.ac.nz 
 
Tutor:    Charlotte Boyer, charlotte_boyer_@hotmail.com 
 
Where and when:  Lectures: HM 002 

Wednesdays 03:10 to 05:00 pm   
Tutorials: Times and place to be advised. 

 
Religious Studies is in Hunter Building. The programme administrator, Aliki Kalliabetsos, is in 
HU 318 (ph: 463 5299, email: aliki.kalliabetsos@vuw.ac.nz).  Notices regarding the course or 
any information on changes will be posted on the department notice board outside her 
office. 
 
Office Hours: The main office is open Monday to Friday, 9.30 – 12.00 and 2.30 - 3.30pm. You 
can arrange to meet with Dr Buehler by appointment. He is usually in HU 116 an hour before 
class and an hour after class on Wednesdays + Tuesdays or Fridays 12-2. Appointments always 
are preferable. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Course outline 
 
1         The course addresses many dimensions of the contemporary Islamic world:1) politics 

through case studies of Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan, Turkey, and Iran; 2) cultural 
perspectives through discussion of women’s role in society, educational reform 
(Turkey), art, and music; and 3) significant intellectual currents. Prior coursework in 
foreign cultures, religion, or politics is helpful. 

 
By the end of this course, students should be conversant with a variety of perspectives 
concerning the “situation” of the Islamic world(s). Most importantly, they will be able 
to utilize a variety of theoretical approaches to look at religio-political questions multi-
valently and to use sources dealing with Islam in a discriminating fashion.  

 
2  Course objectives: 

• To introduce students to various perspectives on the modern Islamic world 
• To help the students develop skills in approaching the study of Islam critically 

and sensitively, with an awareness of the agendas and presuppositions of the 
authors. Students will be expected to apply analytical categories and 
perspectives that we have learned in class to actual religio-political situations in 
order to accomplish this goal. 
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3 The lecture programme follows. Lectures may be varied from time to time. As much 

notice as possible will be given when changes occur and, if necessary, a revised 
programme will be issued at lectures. Additional readings may be assigned depending 
on how the course evolves. The lecture programme does not cover the entire course 
content. Lectures are important, but they must be viewed as complementary to your own 
reading in the field and to tutorial discussions. The lecturer assumes that students 
have been at previous lectures and have read the material. 

 
4           Mandatory requirements: Attaining at least 50% for course assessment. 
 
5   The course is internally assessed by means of 2 essays, a take-home exam and 

      tutorial assignments as follows: 
 

• An essay of no more than 2000 words, to be submitted by   
Friday, 18 August 2005, worth 20% of the final grade. 

• An essay of no more than 3,000 words to be submitted by  
 Friday, 22 September 2005, worth 30% of the final grade. 
• 10 tutorial assignments to be handed in at tutorials worth 20% of the final 

grade. These are to be short thoughtful responses to questions set for the 
required reading of the week and are to be no more than one page each.  At the 
end of each response, include two questions that you had on the reading or 
lecture.  These questions can also serve as points of discussion in the tutorials. 

• A takehome exam worth 30% of the final grade due on the last day of class. 
 
6     The assessment of this course relates to these objectives in the following ways:  

 
The tutorial assignments are designed to facilitate student reflection on the required 
readings, and to allow students to develop skills in critical reading and analysis 
necessary for essay writing and continued study. 
 
The essays will encourage students to pursue their own interests in the subject through 
formulating their own research question(s) in an exploration of primary and secondary 
sources.  In the essays, students will be exposed first-hand to the issues raised in 
scholarly analysis and will develop the knowledge and the skills necessary to critically 
evaluate scholarly studies of materials they have studied for themselves.  They will be 
expected to demonstrate a grasp of one or more theoretical approaches using the 
categories of political science, fundamentalism, nationalism, and religion in analyzing 
their topics. 
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The take-home exam allows students to demonstrate their grasp of the material covered 
in the course and integrate their understanding of the themes addressed, and creates an 
opportunity to review and reflect on what they have learned in the course as a whole. 

 
7     Required Texts: Khaled Hosseini, The Kite Runner and the Course Reader, both 

available at the Victoria Book Centre. 
 
8  Work-load (Recommendation of the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences) 

For 300-level 24 points one trimester courses, 18 hours per week are recommended. An 
average student should spend 15 hours per week for preparation, reading, and writing in 
addition to attendance at lectures and tutorials. 

     [300 level               1 trimester           24 points             18 hours] 
 
9 General University policies and statutes 

Students should familiarise themselves with the University’s policies and statutes, 
particularly the Assessment Statute, the Personal Courses of Study Statute, the Statute 
on Student Conduct and any statutes relating to the particular qualifications being 
studied; see the Victoria University Calendar available in hard copy or under ‘About 
Victoria’ on the VUW home page at www.vuw.ac.nz. 

Student and staff conduct 
The Statute on Student Conduct together with the Policy on Staff Conduct ensure that 
members of the University community are able to work, learn, study and participate in 
the academic and social aspects of the University’s life in an atmosphere of safety and 
respect.  The Statute on Student Conduct contains information on what conduct is 
prohibited and what steps are to be taken if there is a complaint.  For information about 
complaint procedures under the Statute on Student Conduct, contact the Facilitator and 
Disputes Advisor or refer to the statute on the VUW policy website at: 
www.vuw.ac.nz/policy/studentconduct
The Policy on Staff Conduct can be found on the VUW website at:  
www.vuw.ac.nz/policy/staffconduct

 
10 Academic grievances 

If you have any academic problems with your course you should talk to the tutor or 
lecturer concerned; class representatives may be able to help you in this.  If you are not 
satisfied with the result of that meeting, see the Head of School or the relevant Associate 
Dean; VUWSA Education Coordinators are available to assist in this process.  If, after 
trying the above channels, you are still unsatisfied, formal grievance procedures can be 
invoked.  These are set out in the Academic Grievance Policy which is published on the 
VUW website at:  

 www.vuw.ac.nz/policy/academicgrievances

http://www.vuw.ac.nz/
http://www.vuw.ac.nz/policy/studentconduct
http://www.vuw.ac.nz/policy/staffconduct
http://www.vuw.ac.nz/policy/academicgrievances
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11 Students with Impairments (see Appendix 3 of the Assessment Handbook) 

The University has a policy of reasonable accommodation of the needs of students with 
disabilities.  The policy aims to give students with disabilities the same opportunity as 
other students to demonstrate their abilities.  If you have a disability, impairment or 
chronic medical condition (temporary, permanent or recurring) that may impact on your 
ability to participate, learn and/or achieve in lectures and tutorials or in meeting the 
course requirements, please contact the course coordinator as early in the course as 
possible.  Alternatively, you may wish to approach a Student Adviser from Disability 
Support Services (DSS) to discuss your individual needs and the available options and 
support on a confidential basis.  DSS are located on Level 1, Robert Stout Building: 
telephone: 463-6070 email: disability@vuw.ac.nz

The name of your School’s Disability Liaison Person is in the relevant prospectus or can 
be obtained from the School Office or DSS. 

 
12 Student Support 

Staff at Victoria want students to have positive learning experiences at the University.  
Each faculty has a designated staff member who can either help you directly if your 
academic progress is causing you concern, or quickly put you in contact with someone 
who can.  In the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences the support contact is Dr 
Allison Kirkman, Murphy Building, room 407.  Assistance for specific groups is also 
available from the Kaiwawao Maori, Manaaki Pihipihinga or Victoria International. 

In addition, the Student Services Group (email: student-services@vuw.ac.nz) is 
available to provide a variety of support and services.  Find out more at: 

 www.vuw.ac.nz/st_services/

VUWSA employs Education Coordinators who deal with academic problems and 
provide support, advice and advocacy services, as well as organising class 
representatives and faculty delegates.  The Education Office (tel. 463-6983 or 463-6984, 
email at education@vuwsa.org.nz) is located on the ground floor, Student Union 
Building. 

 
13        Taping of Lectures All students in the School of Art History, Classics and Religious 

Studies are welcome to use audio-tapes to record lectures. If you want to do this, please 
see your lecturer, tutor or the relevant programme administrator and complete a 
disclaimer form which advises of copy right and other relevant issues. 

 
14       Class representatives: Class representatives are elected in the first week or two of the 

term.  They are supported by the VUW Students' Association, and have a variety of 
roles, including assistance with grievances and student feedback to staff and VUWSA.  
Contact details for your class rep will be available from the Religious Studies 
Administrator.  

mailto:disability@vuw.ac.nz
mailto:student-services@vuw.ac.nz
http://www.vuw.ac.nz/st_services/
mailto:education@vuwsa.org.nz


 6
 
15     Aegrotat regulations apply to internally assessed courses.  Students who cannot submit 

or complete the course requirements due to illness or some other impairment should 
inform the departmental secretary immediately and present the appropriate 
documentation. 

 
16       Student Learning Support Services: A range of workshops, drop-ins and other  

assistance is provided by SLSS, covering such things as study techniques, essay writing, 
exam preparation and note taking skills.  They are at OK 001 near the Hunter Courtyard, 
tel: 463 5999 

 
17 Supplementary Materials: A website of materials related to Reli 329 is being 

maintained in Blackboard. You can find it by visiting http://blackboard@vuw.ac.nz. 
Your user name is the one issued to you by Student Computing Services. Your 
password is your Student ID Number. If in doubt, please contact the Student Computing 
Services Help Desk, 463 666 (extension 6666 from VUW phones) or by email scs-
help@vuw.ac.nz 

 
18 Evaluation: This course will be evaluated by UTDC. 

http://blackboard@vuw.ac.nz/
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Lecture Programme 
 
Lecture Programme and required readings: The required readings are essential background 
for the lectures/tutorials and should be completed before each lecture. Additional readings 
might be added during the semester. Tutorials further discuss the readings. All readings are 
from the Course Reader or The Kite Runner (TKR) both available at Victoria Book Store. 
 
 
12   July Introduction to Course: Overview, A Review of Basic Concepts in 

Islam  
 If time: a short excursus into Colonialism, Imperialism, and Nationalism

  
 
19  July Fundamentalism/Religious Nationalism: Oppositional Reactions to 

                    Modernity  
Readings:          Bruce Lawrence, Defenders of God, pp. 43-89 and Eqbal Ahmad,  

Confronting Empire, pp. 29-51; 73-82; 89-92.  Extra reading for first class: 
Tariq Ali, The Clash of Fundamentalisms, pp. 281-315.   

 
 
26 July        Wahhabism: Classic Islamic Religious Nationalism    
 
Readings:        Abou El Fadl, in the article, “The Ugly Modern  and the Modern Ugly,” 

 pp. 49-62; S. Schwartz, Two Faces of Islam, pp. 196-243.  
 
 
2 August Afghanistan: The Taliban    
 
Readings:               Ahmed Rashid, The Taliban, 17-54; 105-116,  

 
9 August  In-class Film: Osama 
 
Readings:         TKR 1-165   
  
  
16 August       The Special Case of Turkey and Fetullah Gülen  
 
Readings: Hakan Yavuz, Turkish Islam, pp. 1-47.  
 
 
 
              Mid trimester break (21 August to 3 September  2006) 
    

(finish TKR over break) 
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6 September     Mosque Visit in Wellington [directions and map to be provided] 
 
Readings: TKR Finish book  
 
 
13 September Iran and the Iranian Revolution + “Iran: Adrift in a Sea of Blood” 27 

min. 
Readings:  Roy Mottahedeh, The Mantle of the Prophet, pp. 11-17; 323-383.  
 
 
20 September  Women in Islam – four guest speakers (first hour) and the art of Shirin  
 Neshat the second hour. 
Readings: Simmons, article from Progressive Muslims, pp. 235-248; Abou El Fadl,  

Speaking in God’s Name, pp. 209-232; Arkoun, Rethinking Islam, 
“Women,” 60-63. 

 
 
27 September  Islam and Democracy  
 
Readings: Arkoun, Rethinking Islam, pp.18-29; Saroush, Reason, Freedom, and  

 Democracy in Islam, pp. 122-155; Mernissi, Islam and Democracy, pp. 42- 
74. 

 
4 October Human Rights and an Islam Suitable for the Contemporary  

World: Preparation for Take-home final 
Readings: Arkoun, Rethinking Islam, pp. 106-120; Ali Shariati, Marxism and  

other Western Fallacies, pp., 97-122. Abou El Fadl, from  
Progressive Muslims, pp. 33-48. 

 
 
11 October Cool Algerian film: Bab el-Oued City with some great Rai music  

[possible change of film depending on class interest] 
   Take-home collected       
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Tutorial Programme 
 
The tutorials will cover the readings and lecture for the present week. There are 10 tutorial 
assignments to be handed in at tutorials worth 20% of the final grade (2% for each 
assignment). These are to be short thoughtful responses to questions set for the required reading 
of the week and are to be approximately two pages each.  In your response, give examples from 
the readings. 
 
Tutorial questions for week beginning  
 
10 July         No tutorials this week 
 
 
17 July             Using Eqbal Ahmad’s, Tariq Ali’s, and Bruce Lawrence’s readings,  

    argue whether you think the reactions of fundamentalists are due more  
to Western imperialism or to the nation-state. Take a stand one way or  

    another and argue carefully. 
 
 
24 July        Which was more detrimental to the interests of Balkan Muslims and non- 
                            Muslim Albanians: Wahhabism or Serbian imperialism? Be sure to 
                            discuss your thoughts on the cultural post-war Arab hegemony in your 
                            answer.  
 
 
31 July                Argue whether the Taliban version of Islam was more an Afghan/Pashto 
                            version of Islam or simply a Wahhabi transplant from Arabia. 
    
 
7 August             Explain what you have found of interest in the first half of TKR and what you 

have learned about Afghan culture. 
 
 
14  August  Given the principles of Gülen’s enterprise do you think it is successful or not 

– in a Turkish context?   
 
 
                         Mid trimester break (21 August – 3 September 2006) 
 
 
4 September Now that you have finished TKR  and have seen Osama, give specific 

examples of the relative value of these sources  in terms of your understanding 
contemporary life in Afghanistan (obviously you will use the latter half of 
TKR in your response). The easiest way to do this is to do a combo book-film 
review for an undergraduate student audience – like a good piece you would 
find in the Salient. Make it critical and interesting. The best one might even be 
submitted to the Salient if the author consents. 
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11 September From an Iranian viewpoint, why was there a revolution in 1979 
  against the Shah? If you were an Iranian then would you have  
  participated? Why or why not? 
 
 
18 September     Summarize the rationale underlying the traditional patriarchial 

“Islamic” view on women outlined by Arkoun and Abou El Fadl.  This should 
be half a page. Then outline what you would think Simmons’s response would 
be to these sources, i.e., her response to the traditional patriarchial view of 
women. Remember to discern the logic of the sources and interpretive 
rationale behind the Islamic patriarchial view. 
 

 
25  September    Are democracy and Islamic government incompatible? – discuss 
 using ALL three sources in the reading. 
 
 
2 October           Pick one of the three articles and argue why that perspective is the 

most effective way to make the world a better place. Make a solid argument 
refuting and/or incorporating the ideas of the other two authors. 
 

 
9 October No tutorials this week 
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Essays 
The essays should be a thoughtful treatment of a well-defined topic, based on your own 
thinking and research. The participants are encouraged to come up with their own essay topics, 
but it is essential that they first discuss their plans with the lecturer. 
 
1  Essays and assignments must be placed in the locked assignment box located near the 

programme administrator’s and students must date and sign the essay register when 
submitting an essay.  No responsibility will be taken for assignments for which there is 
no record.  Students should keep a copy of all their work until it is returned. 

 
2          Due dates: 

The first essay to be submitted by Friday, 18 August 2006 
The second essay to be submitted by Friday, 22 September 2006 

 
3         Penalties for late essays / assignments: 

• 1 percent per 24 hours will be deducted for late essays. 
• 3 percent per 24 hours for [gasp¡] late takehome finals. 
• Essays submitted more than two weeks late will not be accepted for assessment 

unless prior written arrangement has been made with the lecturer. 
• Essays submitted late due to medical reasons must be given to the Administrator 

accompanied by a doctor's certificate.   
  

4    Academic integrity and plagiarism  
Academic integrity is about honesty – put simply it means no cheating.  All members of 
the University community are responsible for upholding academic integrity, which 
means staff and students are expected to behave honestly, fairly and with respect for 
others at all times. 
 
Plagiarism is a form of cheating which undermines academic integrity. The University 
defines plagiarism as follows: 

The presentation of the work of another person or other persons as if it were one’s own, 
whether intended or not. This includes published or unpublished work, material on the 
Internet and the work of other students or staff. 
It is still plagiarism even if you re-structure the material or present it in your own style 
or words. 
Note:  It is however, perfectly acceptable to include the work of others as long as that is 
acknowledged by appropriate referencing. 
Plagiarism is prohibited at Victoria and is not worth the risk.  Any enrolled student 
found guilty of plagiarism will be subject to disciplinary procedures under the Statute on 
Student Conduct and may be penalized severely. Consequences of being found guilty of 
plagiarism can include: 

• an oral or written warning 
• cancellation of your mark for an assessment or a fail grade for the course 
• suspension from the course or the University. 

Find out more about plagiarism, and how to avoid it, on the University’s website:  

www.vuw.ac.nz/home/studying/plagiarism.html      

http://www.vuw.ac.nz/home/studying/plagiarism.html
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Essay one [no cover sheets; name written only on back of last page] 
 
This is a two-part project and you need to do both parts. See pp. 17-19 of this course 
outline for books at VUW library on reserve for you to use as a start. 
 
Part 1 
From the list below you will write a 750-word exposé on one person who presents I

 Islam and/or Muslims negatively. Include a very brief biography and intellectual  
history [maximum 250 words] and show clearly, with short quotes, how this person  
goes about their anti-Islam/Muslim agenda. Detail their presuppositions and arguments. 
 
The cast to choose from: Fouad Ajami, Bernard Lewis, Fareed Zakaria, Daniel Pipes, 
Stephen Schwartz (although affiliated with Sufism he has fully identified himself with 
neo-con think tanks and political ambitions), Thomas Friedmann, Martin Kramer (who 
came to talk recently in Wellington), Francis Fukuyama, Patricia Crone, Ibn Warraq 
(pseudonym). 

  
 Part 2 

From the list below you will write a 1250-word critical analysis on one 20th-21st- century 
Muslim thinker. Again, include a brief biography and intellectual history [375 words 
maximum], outline how they deal with modernity, Islam, tradition etc., and then 
critically argue why or why not you think their ideas are appropriate for the problems 
facing the Muslim world today. 
 
The cast to choose from: Jamal al-din Afghani, Muhammad Iqbal, Rashid Rida, Ali 
Shariati, Ayatullah Khomeini, Muhammad Khatami, Nasr Abu Zayd, Muhammad 
Arkoun, Fatima Mernissi, Abdulkarim Soroush, Fazlur Rahman, Chandra Muzaffar, 
Tariq Ramadan, Khalid Abou El Fadl, Shirin Ebadi. 
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Essay  2 [no cover sheets; name written only on back of last page] 
 
This essay has a good deal of latitude; you can address anything that touches on the 
contemporary Islamic world except topics that overlap with the final exam.  Self-chosen 
topics must be cleared with the lecturer.  Some possible topics: 
 
1) The Iranian revolution is peculiar to Iran and 12er Shiism and therefore cannot be 

duplicated in a Sunni Islamic country. 
2)  Although Turkey officially has a secular government, much of the current tensions 

in Turkey today stem from the fact that the Turkish people are rather religious. 
3) Political Islam is/is not a solution for the problems facing Islamic societies today 

(pick a specific country). 
4) American efforts in Afghanistan since 9/11 have/have not improved the lot of the 

Afghan people; the solution is ______________. 
5) The Wahhabis have/have not been quite successful in their influencing the course of 

contemporary Islam (pick a country). 
6) Sufism (be very specific what kind of Sufism) is a better long-range solution for the 

ills of Muslim societies than political action. 
7) If there were only one aspect one could change in Islamic societies to effect the most 

long-lasting adaptation to the modern world, it would be: economic, education, 
politics, religion, or _____________ (pick one). 

8) Pick an Islamic country that we have not discussed in class and a particular issue – 
discuss it analytically using the categories of  imperialism, colonialism, nationalism, 
and fundamentalism as appropriate. 

9) Pick a reformist (not terrorist) Islamist group like the Tablighi Jamaat, Jamaat 
Islami, Ahmadiyya, Wahhabiyya giving a brief background, their modus operendi, 
goals, relative success, and your critical analysis of their activities. 
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Take-home Exam: There are two questions and you answer both of them. Please hand in 
BOTH parts stapled together WITH page numbers. 1.5 spacing if you use MSWORD.  NO 
cover sheets. Please put your name on the BACK of the last page of the exam. 
 
 
Part 1 You have been suddenly appointed as an advisor to the NZ Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
They basically think that the Islamic world is a threat to the West, which means it is a threat to 
New Zealand. Number your answer 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3 please. 

1) To win their confidence you explain the nature of fundamentalism, nationalism, and 
imperialism in the context of the Islamic world and cite examples from Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Afghanistan, and Turkey to show the roots of conflict within the Islamic 
world. 

2) Using four of the following Muslim intellectuals, Arkoun, Mernissi, Sourush, 
Shariati, Khomeini, Abou El Fadl, show them how there are Muslims who seek to 
reform Islam to make it more harmonious with the modern world. 

3) Argue whether you think the Islamic world is or is not a threat to the West as you 
conclude your report. 

Under no circumstances are you to use other sources than what we have used in class.  
[1000-1250 words].  
 
Part 2 With the success of your previous report, you are now writing as a UN consultant on the 
topic, “Is there any hope for democracy and human rights in the Islamic world?” Here you will 
share your knowledge of discussions concerning democracy and human rights. Formulate a 
thesis and an argument. In your argument consider the following in this order: Begin with your 
overall thesis and argument [200-250 words]  and then label 2.1, 2.2, and 2.3 discussing the 
next three points. 

1. Is the development of a “progressive Islam” in the world related to increasingly 
democratic societies. Why or why not? Utilize all six intellectuals listed in Part One. 

2. Explain how the role of Muslim women in the modern world influences the 
development of democracy. You will need to explain the differences of cultural 
assumptions here. It is important to use lecture notes from the class on women, the 
mosque visit, and Osama. No out-of-class sources. 

3. To what extent does the relationship between Wahhabism, fundamentalism, and 
nationalism influence democratic movements? Give examples from Saudia Arabia, 
Iran, Afghanistan, and Turkey that we had in class. No outside sources please. 

[1000-1250 words total].  
Please do not duplicate information in between the two questions. Your answers should be very 
well crafted –beyond the level of your tutorial assignments. You have had 3 months to ponder 
these questions. 
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Reading List   
 
NOTE: IF ANY BOOK ON THIS LIST IS NOT IN THE VUW LIBRARY CATALOGUE– 
PLEASE  NOTIFY THE LECTURER IMMEDIATELY 

 
Reference works 

 
Glassé, Cyril. The Concise Encyclopaedia of Islam, 1989. 
Hughes, Thomas. A Dictionary of Islam, 1885 and reprints. 
Kennedy, Hugh. An Historical atlas of Islam. Leiden : Brill, 2002. 
The Encyclopaedia of Islam, edited by Hamilton A.R. Gibb et al., 1960-  
(note that subjects are usually under the word in Arabic so check with the lecturer before being 
frustrated by this system) 
The Encyclopedia of Religion, edited by Mircea Eliade, 1987. 
The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, edited by John L. Esposito et  
al., 1995. 
Pearson, J.D. Index Islamicus, 1906-55, 1958 and supplements. 
Robinson, Francis, (ed). The Cambridge Illustrated History of the Islamic World, 1996. 
Robinson, Francis. Atlas of the Islamic World Since 1500, 1982. 
The Shorter Encyclopaedia of Islam, edited by Hamilton A.R. Gibb and J.H.   Kramers, 
1961. (see note for Encyclopaedia of Islam above) 
 

General surveys 
 
Brown, Dan, A New Introduction to Islam. 
Cragg, Kenneth. The Call of the Minaret, 1956, 2nd edition 1985. 
Denny, Frederick. An introduction to Islam, 1984, 2nd edition, 1994. 
Denny, Frederick. Islam and the Muslim Community, 1987, 2nd edition 1992. 
Esposito, John. Islam, the Straight Path, 1988, 2nd edition, 1991. 
Gilsenan, Michael. Recognizing Islam: Religion and Society in the Modern Middle East, 1982. 
Lapidus, Ira. A History of Islamic Societies, 1988. 
Lewis, Bernard. The Middle East: 2000 Years of History from the Rise of 
Christianity to the Present Day, 1995. Lewis  is the last of the old Orientalists 
Martin, Richard C. Islam: A Cultural Perspective, 1982. 
Mawdudi [or Maududi], Abul A`la. Towards Understanding Islam, 2nd edition 1960 and 
reprints. 
Morgan, Kenneth, (ed). Islam: the Straight Path, 1958. 
Nasr, Sayyed Hossein, Ideals and Realities of Islam, 1966, 2nd edition 1994. 
_______. Islam :religion, history, and civilization. San Francisco : HarperSanFrancisco, 2003. 
Rahman, Fazlur, Islam, 1966, 2nd edition 1979. 
Rippin, Andrew, Muslims: Their Religious Beliefs and Practices, volume I "The 
 Formative Period", 1990; volume II, ‘The Contemporary Period’, 1993. 
Ruthven, Malise. Islam in the World, 1984. 
Schacht, Joseph and Bosworth, C.E. (eds). The Legacy of Islam, 2nd edition, 1979. 
Schimmel, Annemarie. Islam: An Introduction, 1992. 
Welch, A.T. ‘Islam’ in John Hinnells, (ed). A Handbook of Living Religions, 1984, 
chapter 3; revised edition A New Handbook of Living Religions, 1997. 
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Anthologies of Primary Sources 
 
Calder, Norman. Classical Islam :a sourcebook of religious literature. Routledge, 2003. 
Cragg, Kenneth, and Speight, Marston, (eds). Islam From Within: Anthology of a 
Religion, 1980. Very dated but some useful parts. 
Donohue, John and Esposito, John, (eds). Islam in Transition: Muslim Perspectives, 
 1982. 
Lewis, Bernard, (ed and trans). Islam, from the Prophet to the Capture of  
Constantinople, 1974, two volumes. 
Peters, Francis E. A Reader on Classical Islam, 1994. 
Peters, Francis E. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam: The Classical Texts and their 
Interpretation, 1990, 3 volumes. 
Rippin, Andrew, and Knappert, Jan, (eds). Textual Sources for the Study of Islam, 
 1986. 
Williams, John Alden, (ed). Islam, New York, Brazillier, 1961. Very dated. 
Williams, John Alden, (ed). Themes of Islamic Civilization, 1971. Very dated 
 
 

Qur'an and Hadith 
 
Ali, Abdullah Yusuf. The Holy Qur'an: Text, Translation and Commentary, 1934  and 
 reprints, revised edition 1989. Useful commentary. 
Arberry, Arthur. The Koran Interpreted, 1964 and reprints. Poetic translation. 
Asad, Muhammad. The Message of the Qur'an, 1964 (partial edition), 1980 
(complete edition). 
Bashir, Sulayman. Studies in early Islamic tradition. Jerusalem : The Max Schloessinger 
Memorial Foundation, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem , 2004. 
Burton, John. An Introduction to the Hadith, Edinburgh, 1994 
Dawood, Nessian. The Koran, 1956 and revisions. Not a recommended translation 
Gätje, Helmut. The Qur'an and its Exegesis: Selected Texts with Classical and Modern 
Muslim Interpretations, 1971, ET 1976. 
Graham, William. Beyond the written word :oral aspects of scripture in the history of religion. 
Cambridge University Press, 1993. 
Izutsu, Toshihiko. God and man in the Koran. North Stratford, N.H. : Ayers, 1995 
Khan, Muhammad Muhsin, (trans). The Translation of the Meanings of Sahih al-  4th

edition, 1976. 
Parrinder, Geoffrey. Jesus in the Qur'an, 1965. 
Pickthall, Mohammed. The Meaning of the Glorious Koran, 1930 and reprints. Good literal 
translation 
Rahman, Fazlur, Major Themes of the Qur'an, 1980. 
Robson, James, (trans). Mishkat al-Masabih, 4 volumes, 1963-65. 
Siddiqi, Abdul Hamid, translator. Sahih Muslim, 4 volumes, 1977 and reprints. 
Siddiqi, Muhammad Zubayr. Hadith Literature: Its Origin, Development and Special 
Features, 1961; edited and revised by Abdal Hakim Murad, 1993. A useful Muslim rebuttal to 
Western hadith scholarship. 
Watt, W. Montgomery. Bell's Introduction to the Qur'an, 1970. 
Watt, W. Montgomery. Companion to the Qur'an, 1967. 
Wadud-Muhsin, Amina. Qur'an and Women, 1992. 
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Muhammad 
 
Azzam, Abd-al-Rahman. The Eternal Message of Muhammad, 1964 and reprints. 
Marginal source. 
Cook, Michael. Muhammad, 1983. 
Forward, Martin. Muhammad: A Short Biography, 1997. Very basic. 
Guillaume, Alfred. The Life of Muhammad: A Translation of Ishaq's Sirat Rasul Allah, 
1955. Start here. 
Haykal, Muhammad. The Life of Muhammad, 1935, ET 1976. Marginal source. 
Lings, Martin. Muhammad His Life Based on the Earliest Sources, 1983. Well written. 
Peters, Francis E. Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 1994. 
Rodinson, Maxime. Mohammed, 1961, ET 1971. 
Salahi, M.A. Muhammad: Man and Prophet, 1995. 
Schimmel, Annemarie. And Muhammad is His Messenger: The Veneration of the 
Prophet in Islamic Piety, 1988. 
Watt, W.M. Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman, 1961. 
 

Islamic Law 
 
Azami, Muhammad. On Schacht's origins of Muhammadan jurisprudence. Cambridge, UK :  
Oxford Centre for Studies ; Islamic Texts Society, 1996. 
Coulson, Noel. A History of Islamic Law, 1964. 
Hallaq, Wael. The formation of Islamic law. Burlington, VT : Ashgate/Variorum, 2004. 
Kamali, Mohammad. Principles of Islamic jurisprudence. Cambridge, UK : Islamic Texts Society,  
2003. 
Katz, Marion. Body of text :the emergence of the Sunni law of ritual purity. Albany : State 
University of New York Press, 2002. 
Mawdudi, Abu’l`ala. Jihad in Islam. Lahore, 1976. 
Peters, Rudolph. Jihad in Classical and Modern Islam. Princeton University Press, 1996. 
Qaradawi, Yusuf al-. The Lawful and the Prohibited in Islam, 1960. 
Ramic, Sukrija. Language and the interpretation of Islamic law. Cambridge : Islamic Texts Society,  
2003 
Schacht, Joseph. An Introduction to Islamic Law 1964. 
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Women in Islam 
 
Ahmed, Laila. Women and Gender in Islam: Historical Roots of a Modern Debate, 1992. 
Beck, Lois, and Keddie, Nikki, editors. Women in the Muslim World, 1978. 
Engineer, Asghar Ali. The Rights of Women in Islam, 1992. 
Fernea, Elizabeth Warnock, and Bezirgan, Basima Qattan, editors. Middle Eastern 
Women Speak, 1977. 
Haddad, Yvonne, and Findly, Ellison, (eds). Women, Religion and Social Change, 
1985. 
_____. Daughters of Abraham :feminist thought in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Gainesville, 
FL : University Press of Florida, 2002. 
Maudoodi, Syed Abul Ala. Purdah and the Status of Women in Islam, 6th edition, 
1981. Polemic and apologetic. 
Mernissi, Fatima. Beyond the Veil: Male-Female Dynamics in Modern Muslim Society, 
1975, 2nd edition 1987. 
Mernissi, Fatima. Women and Islam: An Historical and Theological Enquiry, 1987, ET 
1991. 
Minai, Naila. Women in Islam: Tradition and Transition in the Middle East, 1981. 
Moghadam, Valentine. Modernizing Women: Gender and Social Change in the Middle 
 East, 1993. 
Sulami, Muhammad ibn al-Husayn. Early Sufi women. Louisville, KY : Fons Vitae, 1999. 
Wadud-Muhsin, Amina. Qur'an and Women, 1992. 
 

Shiism (see Iran) 
 
Malik’pur, Jamshid. The Islamic drama =Ta`ziyah. Portland, OR : Frank Cass, 2004. 
Momen, Moojan. An Introduction to Shi`i Islam, 1985. A marginal source. 
Richard, Yann. Shi`ite Islam, 1988 Oxford and Cambridge: Blackwell, 1995 
 

Philosophy and Theology 
 
Fakhry, Majid. Al-Farabi :founder of Islamic Neoplatonism ; his life, works and influence. 
Oxford : Oneworld, 2002. 
Wali Allah, The conclusive argument from God.  Leiden ; New York : E.J. Brill, 1996. 
 

Literature 
 
Sabir Afaqi. Tahirih in history : perspectives on Qurratu'l-'Ayn from East and West. Los Angeles : 
Kalimat Press, 2004. 
Browne, Edward. A literary history of Persia. 4 vols. Curzon, 1999. 
Bruijn, J. T. P. de. Persian Sufi poetry : an introduction to the mystical use of classical Persian 
poems. Richmond, Surrey : Curzon, 1997. 
Guppy, Shusha. Fairytales and folktales from ancient Persia. London : I. B. Tauris, 2004. 
Hägg, Tomas. The virgin and her lover :fragments of an ancient Greek novel and a Persian epic 
 poem. Boston, MA : Brill, 2003. 
Hosseini, The  Kite Runner 
Nafisi, Azar. Reading Lolita in Tehran :a memoir in books. New York : Random House, 2004. 
Robinson, B. The Persian book of kings :an epitome of the Shahnama of Firdawsi. London : 
Routledge Curzon, 2002. 
Shah, Saira. The storyteller's daughter.Publication: London : Penguin, 2004. 
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Sufism and Anthropological Studies (see area bibliographies below and 
literature) 
 
Abd al-Qadir al-Jilani. The secret of secrets. Cambridge : The Islamic Texts Society, 1994. 
Addas, Claude. Quest for the red sulphur : the life of Ibn `Arabi. Cambridge : Islamic Texts  
Society, 1993. 
________. Ibn `Arabi, the voyage of no return. Cambridge, UK : Islamic Texts Society, 2000. 
Arberry, Arthur. Sufism: An Account of the Mystics of Islam, 1950. 
`Attar, Farid al-Din. The speech of the birds : concerning migration to the real, the Mantiqu't-tair. 
Cambridge, UK : Islamic Texts Society, 2001. 
Baldick, J. Mystical Islam: An Introduction to Sufism, 1989. Not recommended. 
Bruijn, J. T. P. de. Persian Sufi poetry : an introduction to the mystical use of classical Persian 
poems. Richmond, Surrey : Curzon, 1997. 
Chodkiewicz, Michel. Seal of the saints :prophethood and sainthood in the doctrine of Ibn  
`Arabi. Cambridge : Islamic Texts Society, 1993. 
Eaton, Gai. Remembering God : reflections on Islam. Cambridge : Islamic Texts Society, 2000. 
Ghazzali al-. Deliverance from error : an annotated translation of al-Munqidh min al Dalal. 
Louisville, KY : Fons Vitae, 1999. 
_______. Al-Ghazzali on the manners relating to eating. Cambridge : Islamic Texts Society, 2000. 
_______. Invocations & supplications. Cambridge : Islamic Texts Society, 1996. 
_______. On disciplining the soul. Cambridge, UK : Islamic Texts Society, 1995. 
_______. The ninety-nine beautiful names of God. Cambridge, UK : Islamic Texts Society, 1995. 
_______. The remembrance of death and the afterlife. U.K. : Islamic Texts Society, 1989. 
_______. 
Gilsenan, Michael. Saint and Sufi in Modern Egypt: An Essay in the Sociology of Religion, 
1973. 
Hoffman, Valerie. Sufism, Mystics and Saints in Modern Egypt, 1995. 
Legall, Dina. A culture of Sufism :Naqshbandis in the Ottoman world, 1450-1700. Albany : State 
University of New York Press, 2004. 
Lings, Martin. A Sufi Saint of the Twentieth Century, 1973. 
________. What is sufism? Cambridge : Islamic Texts Society, 1993. 
Merton, Thomas. Merton & Sufism :the untold story : a complete compendium. Louisville, KY :  
Fons Vitae, 1999. 
Nasr, Sayyed Hossein, (ed). Islamic Spirituality, volume I 1987, volume II 1991.  
Biased toward perennialist perspectives almost entirely. 
Nettler, Ronald L. Sufi metaphysics and Qur'anic prophets : Ibn `Arabi's thought and method in the  
Fusus al-hikam. Cambridge : Islamic Texts Society, 2003. 
Renard, John, Knowledge of God in classical Sufism : foundations of Islamic mystical theology. 
New York : Paulist Press, 2004. 
Savage-Smith, E. Magic and divination in early Islam. Aldershot : Ashgate Variorum, 2004. 
Schimmel, Annemarie. Mystical Dimensions of Islam, 1975. The classic 
 overview in English. 
Sells, Michael. Early Islamic mysticism :Sufi, Qur'an, Miraj, poetic and theological writings. 
 New York : Paulist Press, 1996. 
Sulami, Muhammad ibn al-Husayn. Early Sufi women. Louisville, KY : Fons Vitae, 1999. 
Trimingham, J. Spencer, The Sufi Orders in Islam, 1971. Dated but still useful. 
von Grunebaum, Gustave. Muhammadan Festivals, 1951 and reprints. 
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Ethics and Human Rights, and Inter-religious issues 
 
Engineer, Asghar Ali, On developing theology of peace in Islam. New Delhi : Sterling 
Publishers Private Ltd., 2003. 
Mashita, Hiroyuki, Theology, ethics and metaphysics :Royal Asiatic Society classics of Islam 
London ; New York : RoutledgeCurzon : Edition Synapse, 2003 
Mayer, Ann. Islam and Human Rights, 1991, 2nd edition 1995. 
Waardenburg, J. Muslim perceptions of other religions :a historical survey. New York : Oxford 
University Press, 1999. 
 
 
Modern Islam (books in this category tend to be one cut above journalism, particularly 
Esposito – Olivier Roy is even less qualified, which is why he is not included here -- so use 
these sources with care) 
 
 
Ahmed, A. and Donnan, H. (eds). Islam, Globalization and Postmodernity,1994. 
Ayubi, Nazih. Political Islam: Religion and Politics in the Arab World, 1991. 
Choueiri, Youssef. Islamic Fundamentalism, 1990, 2nd edition 1997. 
Clarke, Peter, editor. The World's Religions: Islam, 1988. 
Cooper, John ed., et al. Islam and Modernity: Muslim Intellectuals Respond. NY:1998. 
Esposito, J.L. and Voll, J.O. Islam and Democracy, 1996. 
Esposito, John editor. Islam and Development, 1980. 
Esposito, John, (ed). Voices of Resurgent Islam, 1983. 
Esposito, John. Islam and Politics, 1984, 3rd edition 1991. 
Esposito, John. The Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality?, 1992, 2nd edition, 1995. 
Haddad, Yvonne et al., (eds). The Islamic Impact, 1984. 
Lawrence, Bruce. Defenders of God: The Fundamentalist Revolt Against the Modern 
Age, 1989. The scholar who put fundamentalism on the map. 
Marty, M. and Appleby, S. (eds). Fundamentalisms Observed, 1991,  
_____. Fundamentalisms and Society. Chicago, 1993. 
_____. Fundamentalisms and the State. Chicago, 1993. 
_____. Accounting for Fundamentalisms. Chicago, 1994. 
_____. Fundamentalisms Comprehended. Chicago, 1995. 
  Uneven but generally solid research on specialized topics. 
Mortimer, Edward. Faith and Power: the Politics of Islam, 1982. 
Piscatori, James, editor. Islam in the Political Process, 1983. 
Sivan, Emmanuel, and Friedman, Menachim, (eds). Religious Radicalism and Politics 
in the Middle East, 1990. 
Simons, Thomas. Islam in a globalizing world. Stanford, Calif. : Stanford University Press, 2003. 
Sivan, Emmanuel. Radical Islam, 1985, 2nd edition 1990. 
Voll, John. Islam: Continuity and Change in the Modern World, 1982, 2nd edition, 1994. 
Watt, W. Montgomery. Islamic Fundamentalism and Modernity, 1988. 
Westerlund, David, (ed). Questioning the Secular State: The Worldwide Resurgence of 
Religion in Politics, 1996. 
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Modern Muslim Thinkers 
 
Edited volume with many of the thinkers below: Contemporary debates in Islam : 
                     an anthology of modernist and fundamentalist thought. 
Abou El Fadl, Khalid. And God knows the soldiers. 
______. Conference of the books : the search for beauty in Islam. 
______. Islam and the challenge of democracy. 
______. The place of tolerance in Islam. 
______. Speaking in God’s name : Islamic law, authority and women. 
Afghani, Jamal al-din.  An Islamic response to imperialism. 
Arkoun, Muhammad. Rethinking Islam.  
______. The unthought in contemporary Islamic thought. 
Ebadi, Shirin. Democracy, human rights, and Islam in modern Iran : 
                     psychological, social, and cultural perspectives 
Iqbal, Muhammad. The reconstruction of religious thought in Islam 
______. Speeches and statements of Iqbal. 
Khatami, Muhammad. Dialogue among civilizations: a paradigm for peace. 
______. Islam, dialogue and civil society. 
Khomeini, Islamic government.   
______. Sayings of the Ayatollah Khomeini 
Mernissi, Fatima. Beyond the veil.  
_____. Women and Islam. 
Muzaffar, Chandra. Human rights and the new world order. 
______. Rights, religion and reform : enhancing human dignity through spiritual and 
                     moral transformation. 
Nasr Abu Zayd. Voice of an exile : reflections on Islam. 
______. Rethinking the Quran. 
Rahman, Fazlur. Revival and reform in Islam : a study of Islamic fundamentalism 
______. Prophecy in Islam : philosophy and orthodoxy. 
Ramadan, Tariq. Western Muslims and the future of Islam. 
______. Islam, the West and the challenges of modernity. 
______. To be a European Muslim : a study of Islamic sources in the European 

 context. 
Rida, Rashid. The Muhammadan revelation. 
Shariati, Ali. Iqbal : manifestation of the Islamic spirit, two 
                     contemporary Muslim views. 
______. Marxism and other Western fallacies : an Islamic critique. 
_______. On the Sociology of Islam. 
______. Reflections of humanity: two views of civilization and the plight of man : 
                     lectures. 
______. What is to be done : the enlightened thinkers and an Islamic 
                     renaissance. 
Soroush, Abdulkarim. Reason, freedom, and democracy in Islam. 
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Selected writers who have issues against Islam/Muslims: 
 
Edited volume: America and the world : debating the new shape of international  
politics. Has many of the cast below as contributors. 
Ajami, Fouad. The dream palace of the Arabs. 
Crone, Patricia. From Kavad to al-Ghazali: religion, law, and political thought in the 
Near East. 
______. God's Caliph: religious authority in the first centuries of Islam. 
______. God's rule : government and Islam. 
______. Hagarism : the making of the Islamic world. 
______. Roman, provincial and Islamic Law: the origins of the Islamic patronate. 
Friedmann, Thomas. Longitudes and attitudes:exploring the world after September  
11                     
_______. The Lexus and the olive tree. 
_______. The world is flat: a brief history of the twenty-first century. 
Fukuyama, Francis. State-building: governance and world order in the 21st century. 
______. The great disruption :human nature and the reconstitution of social order 
Ibn Warraq (pseudonym). Why I am not a Muslim.  
_____. Leaving Islam : apostates speak out. 
Lewis, Bernard. What went wrong?: the clash between Islam and modernity in the Middle 
East. 
______The crisis of Islam : holy war and unholy terror.  
Pipes, Daniel. Conspiracy : how the paranoid style flourishes and where it comes from. 
_______Greater Syria : the history of an ambition. 
______. Miniatures : views of Islamic and Middle Eastern politics. 
______. Muslim immigrants in the United States. 
Schwartz, Stephen,.The Two Faces of Islam. 
Zakaria, Fareed. The future of freedom : illiberal democracy at home and abroad. 
______. America and the world : debating the new shape of international politics. 
 
 
Sources by Area (check above sources also) 
 
 A.  Central Asia and Russia 

Abou Zahab, Mariam. Islamist networks: The Afghan-Pakistan connection. NY: 
Columbia University Press, 2004. 

 Deweese, Devin. Islamization and native religion in the Golden Horde Baba 
Tükles and conversion to Islam in historical and epic tradition. University 
Park, PA: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1994. 

 Erkinov, Aftandil, Praying for and against the Tsar :prayers and sermons in Russian- 
 Khiva and Tsarist Turkestan / Berlin : Schwarz, 2004. 
Frank, Allen. The Islamic world of Novouzensk District and the Kazakh Inner Horde, 1780-
1910. Leiden ; Boston : Brill, 2001. 
Haghayeghi, Mehrdad. Islam and politics in Central Asia. NY: St. Martin’s Press,1995. 
Khalid, Adeeb. The politics of Muslim cultural reform: Jadidism in Central 

Asia. Berkeley: UC Press, 1998. 
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Manz, Beatrice Forbes. Varieties of religious authority and practice in 
Central Asia. Washington D.C.: National Council for Eurasian and East European 
Research, 1999. 

 Rashid, Ahmed. The resurgence of Central Asia: Islam or nationalism? London: 
OUP, 1994. 

 ______, Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil, and Fundamentalism in Central Asia. New 
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2000. 

 
 
B. Indo- Pakistan 

 Alam, Muzaffar. The languages of political Islam :India 1200-1800. Chicago : University 
of Chicago Press, 2004. 

 Dalmia et. al. Charisma and canon: essays on the religious history of the Indian 
subcontinent  Delhi ; Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2003, 2001. 

 Laine, James. Shivaji :Hindu king in Islamic India. Oxford University Press, 2003. 
Masud, Muhammad. Travellers in faith : Studies of the Tablighi Jama`at as a 
transnational Islamic movement for faith renewal. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2000. 
Metcalf, Barbara. Islamic contestation: essays on Muslims in India and Pakistan. 
NY: OUP, 2004. 
Nasr, Vali, Mawdudi and the making of Islamic revivalism. NY: OUP, 1993. 

 Schimmel, Annemarie. Islam in India and Pakistan. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1982. 
 Troll, Christian. Muslim shrines in India :their character, history and significance. New 

Delhi : Oxford University Press, 2003 
 
 

C.  Iran (see also Shiism and Literature) 
 Aghaie, Kamran. The martyrs of Karbala :Shi'i symbols & rituals in modern Iran.Seattle :  

University of Washington Press, 2004 
Algar, Hamid, (ed and trans). Islam and Revolution: Writings and Declarations of Imam 

Khomeini, 1981. (same as Khomeini’s book below) 
Al-i Ahmad, Jalal. Occidentosis: A Plague from the West. Berkeley: n.p., 1984. 
Allen, James. Persian steel :masterpieces of Iranian art. London : I.B. Tauris, 2004. 
Arjomand, Amir, ed. From Nationalism to Revolutionary Islam. Albany: SUNY, 

1984. 
 _____. The Shadow of God and the Hidden Imam: Religion and Societal Change 

in Shiite Islam from the Beginning to 1890. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1984. 
 Bivar, A. The personalities of Mithra in archaeology and literature.New York :  

Bibliotheca Persica Press, 1998. 
 Bos, Matthijs. Mystic regimes :Sufism and the state in Iran, from the late Qajar era to the 

Islamic Republic.  Boston, MA : Brill, 2002. 
 Dusinberre, Elspeth. Aspects of empire in Achaemenid Sardis. Cambridge : Cambridge 

University Press, 2002. 
Esposito, John, editor. The Iranian Revolution: Its Global Impact, 1990. 

 Fisher, Michael. Iran: From Religious Dispute to Revolution. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1980. 

 Gasiorowski, Mark J. Mohammad Mosaddeq and the 1953 coup in Iran.Syracuse : 
Syracuse University Press, 2004. 

 Gleave, R. Religion and society in Qajar Iran. London : Routledge, 2004. 
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Hillenbrand, Carole. The Sultan's turret :studies in Persian and Turkish culture.Leiden: 
Boston : Brill, 2000. 

 Jamal, Nadia. Surviving the Mongols :Nizari Quhistani and the continuity of Ismaili 
 tradition in Persia. London ; New York : I.B. Tauris, 2002 

 Khomeini, Ruhollah. Islam and Revolution. Berkeley, 1981. 
Lane, George. Early Mongol rule in thirteenth-century Iran :a Persian renaissance. 
London ; New York : Routledge Curzon, 2003. 

 Limbert, John. Shiraz in the age of Hafez :the glory of a medieval Persian city. Seattle : 
University of Washington Press, 2004. 

 Malik’pur, Jamshid. The Islamic drama =Ta`ziyah. Portland, OR : Frank Cass, 2004. 
Mottahedeh, Roy. The Mantle of the Prophet: Religion and politics in Iran. NY: 
Simon and Schuster, 1985. 

 Nobuaki, Kondo. Persian documents :social history of Iran and Turan in the fifteenth to 
 nineteenth centuries. London ; New York : RoutledgeCurzon, 2003. 
Riesebrodt, Martin. Pious passion : The emergence of modern fundamentalism 
in the United States and Iran. Berkeley: UC Press, 1993. 

 Shariati, Ali. the Sociology of Islam. Berkeley, 1979. 
 
 
D. Indonesia [now there are heaps of books – ask for separate bibliography] 
 Hooker, M.B. Indonesian Islam :social change through contemporary fatawa. Honolulu, 

HI : University of Hawai'i Press, 2003. 
 Laffan, Michael, Islamic nationhood and colonial Indonesia :the umma below the winds. 

London ; New York : Routledge Curzon, 2003. 
 Porter, Donald. Managing politics and Islam in Indonesia. New York : Routledge Curzon, 

2002. 
 
E.  Turkey (Ottoman and Modern) and Azerbaijan 

 Abu Mannah, Butrus. Studies on Islam and the Ottoman Empire in the 19th century, 1826- 
1876. Istanbul : Isis Press, 2001. 

 Fortna, Benjamin. Imperial classroom : Islam, the state, and education in the late Ottoman 
 Empire. New York : Oxford University Press, 2002. 
Gulen, Fetehullah. Questions this Modern Age Puts to Islam. Izmir: Kaynak, 
1998. 

 _____. Essentials of the Islamic Faith. Fairfax, VA: The Fountain, 2000. 
 _____. Questions and Answers about Faith. Fairfax, VA: The Fountain, 2000. 
 Heper, Metin, ed. State, democracy, and the military : Turkey in the 1980s. NY:  

W. de Gruyter, 1988. 
 Houston, Christopher. Islam, Kurds and the Turkish nation state. Oxford: Berg, 

2001. 
 Karpat, Kemal H. The politicization of Islam :reconstructing identity, state, faith, and 

 community in the late Ottoman state. New York : Oxford University Press, 2001. 
 Küçük, Hülya. The role of the Bektashis in Turkey's national struggle. Leiden ; Boston : 

Brill, 2002. 
 Mardin, Serif. Religion, society, and modernity in Turkey. Syracuse, N.Y. : Syracuse 

University Press, 2003. 
 Naroditskaya, Inna. Song from the land of fire :continuity and change in Azerbaijanian 

 mugham. New York : Routledge, 2002. 
 Tapper, Richard. Islam in modern Turkey : Religion, politics, and literature in a 

 secular state. NY: I.B. Tauris, 1991. 
Yavuz, Hakan. Turkish Islam and the secular state: The Gülen movement. 
Syracuse University Press, 2003. 

 ______. Islamic Political Identity in Turkey. NY: OUP, 2003. 
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F. Spain and Europe 

 O’Callaghan, Joseph. Reconquest and crusade in medieval Spain. Philadelphia :  
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2003.  

 
G.  Saudi Arabia and Wahhabism 

DeLong-Bas, Natana. Wahhabi Islam: From revival and reform to global Jihad. 
NY: OUP, 2004. 
Schwartz, Steven. The Two Faces of Islam: Saudi Fundamentalism and its role in 
Terrorism. NY: Anchor Books, 2003. 

 Unger, Craig. House of Bush, house of Saud : The secret relationship between the 
world's two most powerful dynasties. NY: Scribner, 2004. 

 
H. Africa 

 Bennison, Amira K. Jihad and its interpretations in pre-colonial Morocco : state-society 
relations during the French conquest of Algeria. New York : Routledge Curzon, 2002. 

 Brenner, Louis. Controlling knowledge :religion, power, and schooling in a West African 
Muslim society. London : Hurst & Co, 2000. 

 Burckhardt, Titus. Fez :City of Islam. Islamic Texts Society, 1992. 
 

   
I.   Methodology, History, Miscellaneous 

Ahmad, Eqbal. Confronting Empire. Boston: South End Books, 2000. 
Asad, Muhammad. The road to Mecca. Louisville, KY : Fons Vitae ; Book Co., 2000. 
Al-Azmeh, Aziz. Muslim kingship :power and the sacred in Muslim, Christian and pagan 
polities. London ; New York : I.B. Tauris, 2001. 
Berkey, J. The formation of Islam : religion and society in the Near East, 600-1800. 
 Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003. 
Chomsky, Noam and Herman Edward, Manufacturing Consent. NY: Pantheon 
Books, 1988. 

 Gonick, Larry. The cartoon history of the universe III : from the rise of Arabia to the 
Renaissance. New York : W.W. Norton & Co., 2002. 
Hodgson, Marshall. Venture of Islam: Conscience and History in a World 
Civilization. 3 vols. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1979. The 
absolutely best overview of Islamicate history in English. 

 Hogendijk, J.P. The enterprise of science in Islam :new perspectives. Cambridge, Mass. :  
MIT Press, 2003. 

 Huff, Toby. The rise of early modern science : Islam, China, and the West. Cambridge 
University Press, 2003. 
Lapidus, Ira. A history of Islamic societies. New York : Cambridge University Press, 2002. 
Qureshi, Emran and Michael Sells, eds. The New Crusades: Constructing the 
Muslim Enemy, Columbia University Press, 2003.  

 Said, Edward. Orientalism. NY: Fontana, 1979.  


	Course outline 
	7     Required Texts: Khaled Hosseini, The Kite Runner and the Course Reader, both available at the Victoria Book Centre. 
	 
	13        Taping of Lectures All students in the School of Art History, Classics and Religious Studies are welcome to use audio-tapes to record lectures. If you want to do this, please see your lecturer, tutor or the relevant programme administrator and complete a disclaimer form which advises of copy right and other relevant issues. 
	 
	12   July Introduction to Course: Overview, A Review of Basic Concepts in Islam  
	 If time: a short excursus into Colonialism, Imperialism, and Nationalism  
	19  July Fundamentalism/Religious Nationalism: Oppositional Reactions to 
	                    Modernity  
	 
	26 July        Wahhabism: Classic Islamic Religious Nationalism    
	 
	Readings:        Abou El Fadl, in the article, “The Ugly Modern  and the Modern Ugly,” 
	 pp. 49-62; S. Schwartz, Two Faces of Islam, pp. 196-243.  
	 
	9 August  In-class Film: Osama 
	16 August       The Special Case of Turkey and Fetullah Gülen  
	 
	Readings: Hakan Yavuz, Turkish Islam, pp. 1-47.  
	 
	6 September     Mosque Visit in Wellington [directions and map to be provided] 
	 
	Readings: TKR Finish book  
	4 October Human Rights and an Islam Suitable for the Contemporary  
	World: Preparation for Take-home final 
	24 July        Which was more detrimental to the interests of Balkan Muslims and non- 
	                            Muslim Albanians: Wahhabism or Serbian imperialism? Be sure to 
	                            discuss your thoughts on the cultural post-war Arab hegemony in your 
	                            answer.  

	2 October            Pick one of the three articles and argue why that perspective is the 
	 
	9 October No tutorials this week 
	Essays 
	 Essay one [no cover sheets; name written only on back of last page] 
	 
	Part 1 



	Essay  2 [no cover sheets; name written only on back of last page] 
	Reference works 
	General surveys 
	Anthologies of Primary Sources 
	Qur'an and Hadith 
	Muhammad 
	Islamic Law 
	Women in Islam 
	Shiism (see Iran) 
	Philosophy and Theology 
	Literature 
	Ethics and Human Rights, and Inter-religious issues 



