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OVERVIEW OF 2023

WHAT DID OUR DONORS 
SUPPORT? 

WHO ARE OUR DONORS?
Capital 
projects
8%

Research
3%

Others
9%

Academic  
positions, 
programmes,  
and institutes
75%

Student 
support
5%

$ AMOUNT FOR 
CATEGORY

1,079
donors gave or 
pledged a total of

$33.9 million  

559 alumni gave

$14.6 million  

107 members of the 
Victoria Legacy Club

461 members 
of the Victoria 
Benefactors’ Circle  

17 students were 
awarded Alumni 
Appeal Scholarships

28 new funds were 
established including

10 new scholarships

Government
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Corporate
5%

Trusts and  
foundations
7%

Individuals
40%

Alumni
43%

% BY NUMBER  
OF DONORS
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REFLECTIONS  
ON THE YEAR 
FROM THE  
CHAIR
We are very pleased to report a successful year of 
philanthropy at the University, with the highest amount  
of funds raised since the Foundation was first established 
in 1990.

From 1,079 donors, the Foundation received a total of 
$33.9 million in 2023, up from $14.4 million in 2022.  
Seventy-five percent of these gifts were directed towards 
supporting academic positions and programmes, enabling 
extraordinary growth in research capabilities and the 
expansion of academic disciplines available to students. 

Despite another year of global market volatility, the 
Foundation’s careful stewardship enabled it to meet its 
objective of future-proofing the endowed fund with an 
inflationary increase of 6 percent, while also providing 
a return of 4 percent to support all university activities, 
scholarships, and awards in line with donor wishes.

To all our generous donors, we want to thank you for your 
commitment to the work of the University, and your belief 
in the potential of our students and the difference our 
research makes. In 2023, generous contributions to the 
Student Hardship Fund and Alumni Appeal Scholarships 
were higher than ever before, and we are very grateful 
for the many caring people who wish to support students 
facing financial hardship and inequity.

We trust you’ll enjoy reading this year’s report, which 
includes a number of impact-driven stories that have 
been made possible because of your support. 

As well as an update on new funds and scholarships 
that have been established, you’ll read about a 
community-driven fundraising campaign aimed at 
advancing postgraduate research in multiple sclerosis. 
You’ll hear first-hand from the inaugural cohort of the 
Ngā Hoe a Kupe Pathfinder Scholarship programme, 
get a sneak peek into a new mechatronics programme 
being established, and learn more about a remarkable 
contribution towards entomological research. 

All these activities—and many more—have been 
supported by those of you whose generosity enables 
innovation, courage, and change.

On behalf of my fellow trustees, I wish to thank you, our kind 
and compassionate donors, for your ongoing philanthropic 
support. Your gifts do not go unnoticed and make a real 
difference to the people who benefit from them.

Dame Kerry Prendergast, CNZM, DNZM 

Chair, Victoria University of Wellington Foundation
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FROM THE  
TUMU WHAKARAE—
VICE-CHANCELLOR
When I stepped into my role as Vice-Chancellor of  
Te Herenga Waka in 2023, I made three core 
commitments to our university community. The first was 
to understand and support our staff—both academic 
and administrative—to create the best campus 
environment possible. The second was addressing our 
financial sustainability, and the third was to bolster our 
distinct position as a world-class educational institution. 

Following the difficult work that was needed to address 
the significant hole in the University’s finances, I am 
pleased to say the University is now on a much stronger 
footing. I have been enormously encouraged by the 
return of people to campus and the turnaround in 
student numbers. However, the ongoing challenges of 
systemic underfunding of the sector as a whole mean 
that we are continuing to work hard to re-energise the 
University we all love.

Despite our financial challenges—or perhaps because 
of them—you, our generous donors, really stepped up 
in remarkable ways. Your support has been instrumental 
in fostering student success, enabling groundbreaking 
research, and enhancing community engagement. You 
played a crucial role in supporting at-risk academic 
positions and student scholarships and ensuring that our 
mission continues to thrive. Thank you.

I want to highlight a few areas where donor support has 
made a real difference, not only to areas of research 
but also within our communities. Generous funding for 
our Ngā Hoe a Kupe Pathfinder Scholarship programme 
was officially greenlit beyond its pilot phase this year. 
Our initial cohort of students completed their final year 
of study. This is a milestone that represents not only a 
personal achievement for these students but also the 
transformative impact of your generosity.

You also made a significant impact in areas as varied 
as entomology, mechatronics, and neurodegenerative 
diseases such as multiple sclerosis; the latter has seen 
an unprecedented outpouring of support from the 
community.

Thank you to Dame Kerry Prendergast, chair of the 
Victoria University of Wellington Foundation, and our 

fellow trustees for their governance, leadership, and support 
this year. Thank you to our students, alumni, staff, and to 
you, our supporters, for your unwavering commitment to this 
institution. This is a wonderful university to be a part of and  
I look forward to continuing to serve its community. 

Professor Nic Smith
Tumu Whakarae—Vice-Chancellor
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VICTORIA UNIVERSITY 
OF WELLINGTON 
FOUNDATION
Your gifts to the Victoria University of Wellington Foundation 
are changing lives and transforming communities.

Thanks to your generous support, the Foundation has 
contributed more than $90 million to support the University’s 
key priorities through scholarships, prizes, academic 
positions, and research programmes since its establishment 
in 1990.

Governed by an independent board of trustees, the 
Foundation is responsible for managing your donations, 
investing gifts to the endowment portfolio, and distributing 
funds in accordance with donor wishes. None of this would 
be possible without you. Your gift—no matter the size—is 
making a difference. 

RESPONSIBLE INVESTING 
The Victoria University of Wellington Foundation has a strong 
commitment to responsible investment. Our current measures 
include regular environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 
and weighted-average carbon intensity reporting by our fund 
managers and annual submissions to the United Nations 
Principles for Responsible Investment (UNPRI) to which 
the Foundation is a signatory. The Foundation’s Statement 
of Investment Performance and Objectives outlines the 
Foundation’s investment beliefs, including our commitment to 
integrating ESG considerations into the investment portfolio.

By investing in pooled investment funds, the Foundation 
recognises that its scope to both select and influence 
the companies is limited. The focus for the board is the 
appointment of its fund managers and the extent to which 
the ESG and climate-related policies of managers are aligned 
with the policies of the Foundation and ongoing monitoring, 
assessment, and engagement with managers with a goal 
of continuing improvement and alignment over time. These 
measures are tracking appropriately in line with these 
expectations.

UNITED NATIONS 
PRINCIPLES FOR  
RESPONSIBLE 
INVESTMENT
In 2018, the Victoria University of Wellington Foundation 
was the first Australasian university foundation to 
become a signatory to the UNPRI, joining more than 
4,900 organisations around the world that have 
committed to these principles. As a signatory, the 
board of the Foundation pledges to integrate ESG 
considerations into its investment decisions. 

The UNPRI provides an internationally accepted 
framework for investors such as the Foundation to 
manage ESG issues in a manner consistent with 
improving long-term investment returns, focusing on six 
principles for responsible investment. The Foundation 
is encouraged by the ongoing improvement in its 
UNPRI results showing the commitment to meeting 
and exceeding these principles while enhancing its 
stewardship of philanthropic donations. 

To learn more about the UNPRI, go to www.unpri.org

To learn about the Foundation’s investment policies 
related to ESG and see its Statement of Investment 
Policy and Objectives, go to www.wgtn.ac.nz/foundation

http://www.wgtn.ac.nz/foundation
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GIFTING FOR THE FUTURE
The Foundation not only assists the University by supporting 
the current needs of students, researchers, and academics, 
but it also strives to ensure a successful and sustainable 
future for the University and its students through the 
endowment portfolio. Endowed gifts are carefully invested 
and managed to ensure resources for the University’s 
priorities for generations to come.

When a donor advises that a donation is to last in perpetuity, 
the Foundation invests that donation in the endowment 
portfolio to earn an annual income. That annual income is then 
used to provide ongoing support to the University’s students 
and projects as per the donor’s wishes.

Donors often choose to create an endowed fund, and we 
acknowledge this commitment by naming the fund in honour 
of the donor or a family member. Four new endowed funds 
were established in 2023. They are the:

• Dr Aola Richards Entomology Fund

• David Eade Piano Scholarship

• Ruth and Rodger Hopkins PhD Scholarship in Accounting 
and Financial Governance

• Tony Holmes Fellowship and Prizes in Early Childhood 
Education.

By making an endowed gift, you are investing in the future 
of our students, teaching, and research. The Foundation’s 
audited financial statements are available on the website at 
www.wgtn.ac.nz/foundation
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CREATING A LEGACY FOR THE FUTURE

Once you have made provision for your loved ones, a gift 
in your will can be the perfect way to have a lasting effect, 
without impacting on your current financial needs. We are 
immensely grateful for every gift we receive, whether it is a 
specific sum or a percentage of whatever is left once you 
have thought about those close to you.

When you create a legacy, you continue to be part of  
Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington far into 
the future. Like legacy donor Dr Aola Richards, whose story 
you can read on the next page, you can help students unlock 
their full potential. 

If you would like to have a confidential talk about leaving a  
gift in your will, contact Rosalene Fogel at  
rosalene.fogel@vuw.ac.nz or +64 4 463 6030.



 

Report on Philanthropy 2023     9

HIGHLIGHTS 
OF 2023
UNVEILING  
NATURE’S SECRETS
In 2023, the School of Biological Sciences received a 
transformational $13.5 million gift from the late Dr Aola 
Richards, a trailblazing scientist and academic renowned 
for her identification of the native wētā species.

Her gift, the largest in the University’s history, is intended 
to support postgraduate and postdoctoral research in 
entomology, reflecting her lifelong dedication to the field.

Head of the School of Biological Sciences Associate 
Professor Janet Pitman says the School is extremely 
honoured by the generous bequest, which signifies  
Dr Richards’s unwavering belief in the University’s 
capacity to conduct groundbreaking entomological 
research.

“The biological and economic impacts of introduced 
pests, as well as the changing climate, on the wide range 
of insects in Aotearoa New Zealand has never been more 
important,” Associate Professor Pitman says.

“Dr Richards’s support will enable the continued 
development of experts within Aotearoa to help safeguard 
and conserve the diversity of our insect populations.

“Her gift will also be used for the benefit of New Zealand’s 
primary production, including the role that insects play 
through food production, soil health, and biocontrol.”

Dr Richards, who attended Samuel Marsden Collegiate 
School in Wellington followed by Victoria College of the 
University of New Zealand (now Te Herenga Waka—
Victoria University of Wellington), experienced a lifetime 
of extraordinary firsts, including being the first woman in 
New Zealand to gain a PhD in Biological Science and the 
first person to rear giant wētā from eggs. 

She is largely responsible for identifying the various 
native wētā species and made a major contribution to the 
taxonomy of New Zealand and Australian cave crickets 
and cave wētā, with a cave wētā species—Miotopus 
richardsae—named for her in 2018.

She is also remembered for making a name for herself 
from a young age when, as a student researcher, she 
spent seven weeks underground at Waitomo—alone and 
in the dark—to deepen her understanding of her subject 
matter.

“The wētā hate light. I worked with a torch, switching it on 
only for short periods so as not to disturb them,”  
Dr Richards said.

“However, if they were occupied with what they were 
doing, they did not seem to notice the light.”

Her caving adventures continued when she moved to Australia 
to teach in the School of Biological Sciences at the University 
of New South Wales. She was one of the pioneers of 
Australian speleology and, alongside Ted Lane, founded and 
edited the journal Helictite devoted to the study of caves and 
caving in Australasia.

Vice-Chancellor Professor Nic Smith says Dr Richards’s legacy 
ensures a lasting impact on future generations of students and 
will make a significant difference to the University’s research 
capacity.

“Dr Richards’s gift will play a pivotal role in our ability to 
conduct impactful research and to support development of 
our emerging researchers.

“Students at Te Herenga Waka will have the opportunity to 
play a key role in addressing the pressing challenges posed  
by introduced pests and a changing climate in Aotearoa  
New Zealand.”

Dr Aola Richards with Giant Wētā, New Zealand, by Steve Rumsey, 
gelatin silver print. Image courtesy of the Museum of New Zealand 
Te Papa Tongarewa (E.006714).
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What’s it like to be the first 
in your whānau to graduate 
from university? For five 
hard-working Te Herenga 
Waka—Victoria University of 
Wellington students, it’s the 
opportunity of a lifetime.
As the giddy whirl of graduation gowns and well-deserved 
celebrations begins to die down, there’s often one question 
on the mind of every new graduate: What’s next?

Many will enthusiastically set their sights on the bright futures 
ahead of them without looking back at the late-night study 
sessions and jam-packed schedules that characterised their 
uni days. But for a small cohort of students, graduation is just 
as much a time to reflect on the legacy they’ve left behind as 
it is an opportunity to step forward.

Attending university wasn’t on the cards for Ivy Beck, 
Shekyna Lolouta, Shaniyah Munroe, Dianna Revell, and 
Maepa Saolotoga. Financial hardship, family obligations, and 
limited support throughout secondary school placed obstacle 
after obstacle in their paths to obtaining a degree. In 2020, 
the trailblazing Ngā Hoe a Kupe Pathfinder Scholarship 
programme was established to alleviate those barriers so 
rangatahi from underserved communities could pursue their 
academic dreams.

In addition to covering full tuition, first-year housing, and 
course materials, the scholarship provides a one-week prep 
programme before the students’ first year to ensure a smooth 
transition into uni life. After three years of hard mahi, the 
flagship cohort of Kupe scholars completed their final year  
in 2023.

From left to right: Shekyna Lolouta, Maepa Saolotoga, Shaniyah Munroe, Ivy Beck, and Dianna Revell

FIRST-GENERATION GRADUATES  
PAVE THE WAY

Supporting future school leavers
While each recipient pursued different degrees and 
extracurricular activities, the common thread that bound 
this cohort together was a desire to use their academic 
accomplishments to serve the generation coming up behind 
them.

“I majored in Criminology with the hope of helping our young 
Pasifika and Māori students,” says Kupe scholar Dianna 
Revell. “I attended a low-decile school and I would see quite 
a lot of violence and crime on a daily basis. Finding a way to 
contribute to my community to help lower those statistics is a 
passion project of mine.”

Dianna isn’t alone in her dreams of making secondary 
school a safer, more supportive environment for students in 
underserved areas. Kupe scholar Shekyna Lolouta made an 
impact on the lives of young learners even before completing 
her degree.

“I’ve been working as a teacher-and-attendances assistant at 
my old high school, Naenae College,” says Shekyna. “It’s such 
a great way to give back and give those kids the help that  
I wish I’d had. I want to support them and encourage them to 
know that they can do anything if they put their mind to it.”

Apart from working with secondary students, several of this 
year’s Kupe graduates became residential advisers (RAs) 
during their time at Te Herenga Waka to support first-year 
students coming to live at university halls of residence. 

“I found my passion for working with the community, 
especially with youth, during an internship with the Ministry 
for Pacific Peoples,” explains Kupe scholar Maepa Saolotoga. 
“In my second year, I decided to become an RA to help guide 
the Māori and Pasifika students. I liked being in a position 
where I could help younger people get on the right path and 
give them hope.”
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Navigating tough times together
While these young women often focused on creating 
communities for others, they reflected on how crucial it was 
to have their own support network to cheer them on through 
the highs and lows of university life.

“What stood out for me over the past three years is the 
relationships I built with so many amazing people who helped 
me throughout my journey,” says Shekyna. “Coming to uni was 
a culture shock, and I didn’t start off with the confidence  
I have now. The future I have in front of me is because of all 
the support I had throughout my time here.”

Culture shock wasn’t the only challenge the Kupe scholars 
faced. Imposter syndrome, isolation, difficult classes, and 
family losses provided plenty of challenges for each of the 
recipients to navigate.

“My father was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer halfway 
through my first year,” Dianna says. “It was hard to keep up 
with my studies as well as caring for my family and making 
sure we were up to date with my dad’s bills and doctor 
appointments. I contemplated giving up a few times, but 
opportunities like this scholarship don’t come around every 
day. I was quite stubborn to not let this degree go, even when 
my dad passed away last May. I kept pushing because I knew 
I’d be the first in my family to graduate.”

Discovering who you are
The inaugural Kupe cohort say this life-changing opportunity 
deepened their sense of who they are outside an academic 
institution.

“I majored in Pacific Studies and Samoan Studies, and those 
courses made me realise how important it is to know your 
identity,” says Maepa. “I thought I knew so much about my 
culture since I came from the islands, but as I did my papers,  
I realised there was so much I didn’t know.”

Several other Kupe scholars echoed the sentiment that their 
perception of their own identity had shifted during their 
studies.

“I know that for the majority of us islanders, we always doubt 
ourselves and we feel like university is not for us,” says 
Shekyna. “Financial problems are always a top issue for us 
Pasifika and Māori students, but I hope more students can 
use the scholarship to change their life and change that 
mindset.”

We are so proud of everything these talented rangatahi have 
accomplished and the foundations they’ve laid down that 
pave the way for future generations of students. Since the 
programme launched in 2021, the generosity and investment 
of our supporters has meant we’ve been able to grow the 
number of partnering schools and are thrilled to announce 
that the programme will continue beyond the pilot phase.

Special thanks to the Hoku Foundation and the alumni 
community of Saint Bernard’s College whose support has 
made a significant difference to the lives of our deserving 
students. 

Recipients of Ngā Hoe a Kupe Pathfinder Scholarships in 2023, 
from left, Mannfred Sofara, Abdirizak Mohamed, George Dalton,  
and Xavier-Aj Asiata.
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When Professor Lydia Wevers, ONZM died in 2021, Aotearoa 
New Zealand lost one of its foremost public intellectuals. 

Professor Wevers was director of the University’s Stout 
Research Centre for New Zealand Studies from 2001 to 2017 
and an internationally renowned literary historian, teacher, 
critic, writer, and scholar. She is credited with reinvigorating 
the Centre and turning it into the recognised hub for 
Aotearoa New Zealand-focused research it is today.

To ensure her work and legacy continue into the future, 
her family and friends began raising funds to establish 
an endowed scholarship in her name, and the inaugural 
recipient, Nikki Wright, was announced in 2023.

Taking a practice-based arts approach to her Master’s 
research project, Nikki intends to examine our urban 
coexistence with life-giving insect pollinators, including 
Aotearoa’s native bees, butterflies, moths, and flies.

The main focus of her research involves storytelling through 
blogs, interviews, photography, and drawing in addition 
to piloting community-led plantings of native ‘pollinator 
pathways’ on berms and public green spaces.

“The work asks what happens when we slow down, as we 
did during the COVID-19 lockdowns, and begin to notice and 
engage with our insect neighbours in ways that are different 
to those we are used to,” says Nikki.

She credits the Wevers family and the Stout Trust for 
enabling her to pursue an exciting cross-disciplinary arts and 
science Master’s research project.

“I am hugely grateful to Lydia’s family, friends, colleagues, 
and the Stout Trust. After working as a journalist in 
conservation for many years, I’m so excited they’ve made 
it possible for me to take my learning to a higher level and 
continue to develop and adapt arts–science approaches for 
important environmental work.”

An enormous thank you to everyone who has donated to the 
Lydia Wevers Scholarship in New Zealand Studies. 

Your gifts not only support future students but also pay 
tribute to a brilliant teacher, supervisor, and mentor—one 
who dedicated her life to understanding what shaped and is 
shaping this country. 

The Lydia Wevers Scholarship in New Zealand Studies is 
hosted by the Stout Research Centre and will be offered 
annually to a postgraduate student from any discipline whose 
research relates to New Zealand society, history, and culture. 

SCHOLARSHIP HONOURS A LIFE AND LEGACY

Professor Lydia Wevers
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Girls* on Ice participants. 
Images by Rebekah 
Parsons-King.

BREAKING 
THE ICE 
CEILING

In 2023, 10 young women from around Aotearoa were 
selected to participate in an inaugural Girls* on Ice 
expedition to Mount Ruapehu, thanks to the generous 
support of donors—in particular Beverley McCombs, the 
Antarctic Science Platform, the International Association of 
Cryospheric Sciences, Mountain Adventure, the National 
Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research, and the United 
States Embassy. 

Targeting girls*—cisgender girls and transgender, agender, 
nonbinary, intersex, and genderqueer youth—aged 15 to 16, 
the tuition-free programme is hosted by Te Puna Pātiotio—
Antarctic Research Centre and is part of the global Inspiring 
Girls* Expeditions. These expeditions inspire young women 
to pursue their passion for science and the outdoors, 
demonstrating they can succeed in traditionally  
male-dominated fields. 

Participants on the 10-day expedition learnt the science of 
snow and glaciers, got involved in hands-on fieldwork, used 
art to observe the landscape, and got a glimpse into the daily 
life of a scientist, including a call to Scott Base in Antarctica.

Upon returning to Wellington, the girls shared their research 
findings with whānau, friends, and University staff. They 
recounted stories of being pushed out of their comfort 
zones, feeling empowered, and having their interest in 
science nurtured.

“I really enjoyed learning about so many different things in 
such a vast range of areas and it really confirmed that I want 
to pursue a career in environmental sciences,” shared one of 
the participants. 

“The expedition made me appreciate my life and where I live 
a lot more. Meeting girls with so many different backgrounds 
was really eye-opening and I found it so cool that we bonded 
despite our differences. It taught me that I can be a good 
leader if I set my mind to it,” said another. 

Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) Professor Margaret 
Hyland, who oversees the Antarctic Research Centre, 
emphasised the significance of such programmes in 
providing a platform for increased diversity in science.

“These programmes give young women an opportunity to 
succeed, break down barriers, and inspire future generations. 
We all have a commitment to continue empowering young 
women, foster diversity, and improve accessibility for girls in 
the field sciences in Aotearoa.”

Originating in the United States in 1999, Girls* on Ice has 
expanded globally, reaching Canada, Europe, Asia, and now 
Aotearoa. Thanks to the generous contributions from the 
donors mentioned earlier, the programme persists in breaking 
down barriers for girls in science education, empowering 
them to emerge as future leaders in scientific fields.
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The Kumutoto Stream will see daylight again, thanks to a 
generous gift to the Living Pā project in 2023. 

For nearly 60 years, the stream has remained hidden, having 
been the first in Wellington to be culverted underground in 
1866. This common engineering practice of the time trapped 
native fish and eels, diminished habitats for various bird and 
insect species, and erased trails and pathways that once 
intersected with the stream. 

Now, thanks to the generosity of our alumni and donor 
community, the development of a rill—a shallow channel that 
sits at the entrance of the marae ātea (forecourt)—will allow 
about 25 metres of the stream to re-emerge into view and help 
restore a healthy relationship with the natural water flows of 
the stream.

The project
The Living Pā is our opportunity to build on the strong base of 
our wharenui (carved house) built more than 33 years ago. 

On the face of it, the Living Pā project is the redevelopment 
of 42 to 50 Kelburn Parade—the five villas in front of Te Tumu 
Herenga Waka marae. However, the project’s vision is much 
greater than bricks and mortar. It is a proposal to transform 
the way we realise our culture and values by drawing together 
mātauranga Māori and sustainability practices.

Today, as you walk past Kelburn Parade, you’ll witness the 
Living Pā project in full swing. The redevelopment of our marae 
precinct is infused with vibrant energy, focused on connecting 
the past to inform our future. 

With the southern retaining wall and foundation piles complete, 
the timber superstructure rising, large tanks for an underground 
wastewater treatment in place, and a new bus stop with a 
living roof installed, the project is visibly progressing.

Due to open in December 2024, the Living Pā will serve as 
a hub where people are empowered to work, teach, and 
learn sustainably in a building that meets the most rigorous 
environmental standards in the world, the Living Building 
Challenge principles.

The revitalised stream, brought back to life through the 
dedicated support of our donors, will foster a thriving habitat 
for whitebait species kōaro, tuna, and the very rare kōkopu, 
illustrating the powerful impact of collective philanthropy on 
ecological restoration.

The Kumutoto Stream at Salamanca Road.

“Responsive to Māori dreams, 
the Pā will stand as proof  
of Māori beliefs, values, and 
passions, and guide many 
thousands of people to 
reconnect to their whakapapa 
(relationship) with nature.”
Professor Rawinia Higgins (Tūhoe) 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Māori and Engagement)

He pā mataora,  
he pā kaiao, he pā anamata

A thriving community,  
a living lab, a bright future

DONORS HELP  
THE KUMUTOTO FLOW
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Dorothy Spotswood and Sir Mark Dunajtschik

AN ENGINEERING GAME-CHANGER
In 2023, the Faculty of Engineering at Te Herenga Waka—
Victoria University of Wellington received a $10 million gift 
from distinguished philanthropist and eminent Wellingtonian 
Sir Mark Dunajtschik, KNZM.

Over the next six years, the University plans to establish 
two new programmes, Construction Management and 
Mechatronics, both of which will host a Chair named after  
Sir Mark.

Vice-Chancellor Professor Nic Smith says Sir Mark’s gift will 
be transformational.

“We live in a world where technology has a significant 
influence on manufacturing and robotics and impacts the  
very way we live. As we continue to see technology and 
design becoming increasingly democratised, this gesture will 
enable us to introduce a programme that will be truly valuable 
for our students.

“This is the right direction for us and I’m sure it’ll open up 
many opportunities for meaningful collaborations across  
New Zealand.”

Any new engineering programmes would be subject to 
standard regulatory approval.

Recognised as the 2017 Wellingtonian of the Year for his  
$53 million donation to the Wellington Children’s Hospital,  
Sir Mark and his business and life partner Dorothy Spotswood 
have contributed to many education, health, and sporting 
organisations. This includes a $2 million gift in 2016 to 
establish the Mark Dunajtschik Chair of Sustainable Energy 
Systems at the University, with extensive work being done 
with iwi through that initiative to transform energy generation 
and usage in Aotearoa.

Sir Mark was knighted as part of the 2023 New Year Honours. 

“Engineering gave me my start in life, and I want to give 
others the opportunity to utilise their knowledge and skills in 
engineering to have the chance to live and work in different 
countries around the world,” he says.

Director of new programme development Professor Dale 
Carnegie says the Faculty has been fortunate to enjoy a long 
association with Sir Mark.

“This gift is a game-changer for us, enabling us to diversify 
into new areas and develop the next generation of 
engineering graduates, equipped to address some of the 
crucial issues Aotearoa New Zealand will face in the future.”
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The road wound through the pass smooth and glittering. On 
one side, a sheer drop to the Remutaka valley below. On the 
other, dense native bush. The year was 1981, and Amanda 
Hargreaves—who was on her way home with her mother, 
Jenny—was about to learn something only two other people 
had ever known.

Jenny was living with MS, a condition that damages the 
central nervous system and can cause symptoms of 
weakness, fatigue, pain, vision problems, and paralysis.

When Jenny Hargreaves was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis (MS or wharanga uwhi iaia), 
her greatest fear was not being able to raise her daughters the way she wanted to. In 2023, 
nearly 50 years later, she teamed up with the University’s MS research team to launch 
CHALLENGE MS—a fundraising campaign focused on fighting MS by supporting life-changing 
research taking place at Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington. But first, she 
shared her story, in the hope that she can inspire others. 

The first signs
Unexplained episodes of MS first appeared in her late twenties 
and had been affecting Jenny for years—blurry vision, loss of 
balance, pins and needles, you name it. But just as she’d begin 
to question it, her symptoms would start to fade.

“It started with the numbness. It comes and it goes. It did 
that constantly in the early days. But each time it would take 
something with it.”

People living with MS can have many symptoms, which can 
be variable and unpredictable. No two people will experience 
exactly the same symptoms, and these symptoms can be a 
one-off occurrence, can come and go, or change in severity 
over time.

It took a long time for Jenny to face the likelihood that her 
symptoms were those she’d seen before. Her mother had 
been diagnosed with MS in her fifties. As Amanda will tell 
you, “Mum’s fiercely independent.” But, eventually, they were 
occurring frequently enough that she could no longer ignore 
the need for advice.

Begrudgingly meeting with a neurologist, Jenny was in shock 
when he confirmed that everything she had been feeling was 
real. There was a reason she felt increasingly less balanced, 
a reason she was struggling to hold heavy objects, to feel 
sensations in her hands and feet. He diagnosed her with 
MS and explained that it damages the myelin sheath—the 
protective covering that surrounds nerve fibres—and disrupts 
the communication between the brain and the rest of the 
body.

Proceeding to tell her that there was no cure, the neurologist 
shared that she would likely experience a steady decline in 
mobility and cognitive function. He warned her that her quality 
of life would be severely impacted and that there was little 
hope for a full recovery.

This was not what she wanted to hear.

“The thing that hit me most was the resounding thought ‘how 
dare you tell me my future?’”

From left to right, Mia, Jenny, and Amanda Hargreaves

MS FUNDRAISER BOOSTS  
LIFE-CHANGING RESEARCH 
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Coming out and helping others
Currently, more than 4,100 people are living with MS 
in Aotearoa New Zealand. We don’t know exactly what 
causes MS. We do know we need more research to help us 
understand MS better so we can find ways to treat it and even 
prevent it.

Jenny had a very small circle of people who’d known her 
struggles and supported her on her journey. Often spoken 
about among her closest family members as her ‘dirty little 
secret’, she decided 2023 was going to be different.

Jenny and her family shared her story far and wide. Together 
with the University’s world-renowned MS research team, they 
launched CHALLENGE MS—a fundraising campaign focused 
on fighting MS by supporting life-changing research taking 
place at Te Herenga Waka.

The campaign was made up of four teams, each raising money 
for the cause from their own communities. Teams were led by 
Jenny, Amanda, Mia, and Dr Georgia Lenihan-Geels, who led 
a group from the University’s School of Biological Sciences, 
Team Koiora.

Thanks to many generous community donors, the teams that 
took part raised $12,000. Combined with the New Zealand 
Multiple Sclerosis Research Trust’s incredible pledge of 
$20,000, a new MS Research Master’s Scholarship, valued at 
$32,000, will begin in 2025. 

This student will work in Professor Anne La Flamme’s lab to 
improve the lives of people living with MS.

“Charitable giving allows us to advance in new ways, to follow 
a new idea, and to have the rare freedom to do so,” says 
Professor La Flamme. “These extraordinary gifts will allow us 
to employ a Master’s student who can advance our treatments 
and understanding of MS in ways that enable us to improve 
lives.”

At an event celebrating the success of the campaign, 
Professor La Flamme thanked the Hargreaves family for their 
vision and commitment to the campaign, and for recognising 
the urgent need for greater research capability into MS in 
Aotearoa New Zealand.

Living with MS
Following the initial shock of her diagnosis, Jenny literally got 
back on her horse, quickly deciding this condition would not 
define her.

“I didn’t tell a living soul except my husband.”

She was determined to continue doing the things she loved 
and to live by the mentality of ‘mind over matter’.

And for a very long time, this was enough.

Until it wasn’t.

“It wasn’t until I lost the sight in my right eye that the 
neurologist said, ‘you now have to believe that you have MS.’

“It really took a very long time for me to accept. For years, 
nobody knew. Then all of a sudden, I started to limp. I couldn’t 
control it. I couldn’t stop it. It was then that people began to 
see that something was going on.”

Jenny decided to first tell Amanda, who to this day recalls 
thinking her mum was just a little clumsy.

“I did notice she would drop a lot of crockery. Back then, it 
wasn’t something you could see. At first, I could only see it in 
relation to myself. My burning question was ‘what about me; 
am I going to get it?’, not really knowing what it was.”

Soon after, Rebecca, Jenny’s youngest daughter, was also told 
the news.

“I remember asking Mum why she would always take her left 
leg out of the stirrup on our way home from farm rides.

“She didn’t have the best balance but was extremely brave. 
 I admired her so much. She just loved being out on her horse 
high up in the hills.”

The next generations
It’s been 48 years since Jenny was diagnosed and her 
daughters have grown and had their own children. Although 
she has become less mobile, Jenny continues to be able to 
drive herself wherever she needs to go, she rides a bike, does 
Pilates and tai chi, and walks with the assistance of a walker.

“A healthy diet, regular exercise, and a strong sense of faith 
are what get me through.”

Mia, her 12-year-old granddaughter, smiles and shares how 
they like to go to the movies together.

“It can be a bit of a mission; we have to call ahead and find a 
place where there’s access to get upstairs. But we find a way 
to make sure to not miss out.”

Considering what her grandmother may need from her in the 
future, Mia speaks with a maturity beyond her years.

“I just know I want to support Nanny as much as I possibly 
can. I love her very much and she means a lot to me.”

The Multiple Sclerosis Society of New Zealand describes MS 
as a non-hereditary disorder, albeit with an increased risk in 
close family members that is not well understood. Knowing 
this, Mia embodies the example set by her grandmother. “I like 
to think: live the best life you can, while you can.”

CHALLENGE MS teams celebrating their success.
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NEW SCHOLARSHIPS 
IN 2023
•	 David	Eade	Piano	Scholarship

•	 David	Philp	Scholarship	

•	 Deane	Orchestral	Studies	Scholarship	

•	 Emergency	Cost	of	Living	Scholarships	

•	 Entain	NZ	Scholarship	for	Women	in	Mathematics,	
Engineering	and	Technology	

•	 Hargreaves	Family	MS	Scholarship

•	 Ruth	and	Roger	Hopkins	PhD	Scholarship	in	
Accounting and Financial Governance

•	 TEAM	IM	NZ	Scholarships	for	Māori	

•	 Trimble	Karahipi	Hangarau	Technology	Scholarship

•	 Whakaeke	Poneke—MinterEllisonRuddWatts	First	in	
Whānau	Scholarship
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THANK YOU  
TO OUR DONORS

VICTORIA 
BENEFACTORS’ 
CIRCLE
The Victoria Benefactors’ Circle 
was established in 2012 to 
acknowledge the University’s 
most significant donors and 
sponsors. 
Benefactors’ Circle members 
have given private donations 
of $10,000 or more during 
their lifetime, or organisational 
sponsorship totalling $50,000 or 
more. 
For more information about  
the Victoria Benefactors’  
Circle, contact  
development-office@vuw.ac.nz

INDIVIDUALS
Dr Ngaire Adcock†

Bill Alington† 

Craig Andrews†

Les Andrews, QSM† and Sonia Andrews, QSM†

Gwendoline Angelo†

Miles Armstrong

Judith Ashcroft and Emeritus Professor  
Neil Ashcroft^†

Valerie Austin†

Dr Margaret L. Bailey and Dr John Bailey†

Paul Baines§^ and Sheryl Baines

Dr Leon Bakker

Thomas Ballinger†

Emeritus Professor Peter Barrett

Ian Baumgart, QSO†

John Beaglehole

Emeritus Professor Tim Beaglehole§†

Dr Marie Bell, CNZM§†

Lex Benson-Cooper

Donald Best, ONZM

George Bettle

Mary Biggs and Peter Biggs, CNZM

Tan Sri Datuk Dr Halim Bin Saad^§

Alastair Bisley, QSO

Charles Bisley

Barbara Blake

Dr Carol Bohmer

Judge Ian Borrin§†

Ian Boyd, ONZM§

Karis Boyd†

Daniel Bradshaw

James and Helena Brow

Malcolm Brow

Gordon Brown, OBE^

Julia Buchanan

Emeritus Professor Bob Buckle, ONZM

Winifred Bull and David Bull†

Matthew Bunting

Andrew Butler

Dr Petra Butler

Dr Joan Cameron†

Rick Carlyon

Colin Carruthers, KC

David Carson-Parker§†

Danny Chan#

Joyce Chan† and Laywood Chan†

Keith Chan 

Selwyn Chan

Yvonne Chan

Emerita Professor  
Dame Margaret Clark, DNZM, CMG

Peter Coleman†

Jeremy Commons^

Eleanor Congreve

Dr Robin Congreve# and Erika Congreve

Mark (Charlie) Cook

Annette, Lady Cooke of Thorndon†

Rt Hon. Sir Robin Cooke, Lord Cooke of 
Thorndon^†

Emeritus Professor Gregor Coster, CNZM  
and Heather Coster

Fionnghuala Cuncannon

Brian Cunningham†

Deborah Cutfield

John Daish

Judge John Dalmer

Emerita Professor Raewyn Dalziel, ONZM#

Mike Darcey

Bob Davies

Dr Edwin Davies†

Kerrie Davies

Dr Robert Davies

David Day

Annemarie de Castro

Sir Roderick Deane, KNZM^ and  
Gillian, Lady Deane, CNZM

Susie and Alfie Des Tombe†

Dr Ray Dibble†

Dr Warren Dickinson

Peter Diessl, ONZM and Carolyn Diessl†

John Drake†

Roger Drummond§

Sir Mark Dunajtschik, KNZM^

Adrian Durham

Alan Eggers

Dr David Evison

Margaret Evison

Rosemary Evison

Bill Falconer, CNZM

Peter and Rae Fehl

Lindsay Fergusson, CNZM
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Greta Fernie

Hon. Chris Finlayson, KC^

Robert and Polly Fisher

Brian Fox†

Steven and Catherine Fyfe

Clare Galambos-Winter§†

Emeritus Professor  
Sir Lloyd Geering, ONZ, GNZM, CBE

Alan Gibbs

Dame Jenny Gibbs, DNZM

Dr Morten Tor Gjerde

Justice David Goddard, KC and Liesle Theron

Emeritus Professor Maurice Goldsmith†

Eileen Gordon and Gerard Gordon§†

Emeritus Professor Ian Gordon^†

Peter Graham

Nathan Gray

Neil Gray†

Phillip Green

Dr Grant Guilford

Dr Bill Hackett

Judith Hanratty, CVO, OBE^

Brian Hansen

Rt Hon. Sir Michael Hardie Boys, GNZM, GCMG, 
QSO, KStJ^†

Stephen Harris

Deborah Hart

Arnold Heine, ONZM, QSM† and Janice Heine†

Dr Mark Hickford

Professor Rawinia Higgins

Vivien Hirschfeld

Dr Raymond Hoare

Jack Hodder, KC and Toni McWhinnie

Dr Peter Hogg, CC, QC^†

Emeritus Professor Les Holborow, QSO^ and  
Dr Elizabeth McLeay

Dr Patricia Holborow†

Emeritus Professor Sir Frank Holmes^†

Emerita Professor Janet Holmes, ONZM

Jessica Holmes

Paul Holmes

Ross Holmes

Kok Kooi How Hou

Dr Sheena Hudson†

Peter Hughes, CNZM§

John Hunter†

Margot Hutchison

Professor Margaret Hyland

David Iles

Jack Ilott§†

Grant and Amie Jamieson

Hon. Sir John Jeffries†

Stanley Jepson†

Bryan Johnson, ONZM

Sir Robert Jones

Sir Neville Jordan, KNZM and  
Diane, Lady Jordan

Brenda Joyce†

Alan Judge

Josephine Karavasil†

Professor Simon Keller

Emeritus Professor Graeme Kennedy†

Dr Jim Kennett

Tony Kerridge

Fleur Knowsley

Erika Kremic†

Carolyn Lane

Dr Wendy Larner

Nicola Larsen

Jim Law, MNZM

Dr Seng Tee Lee^†

Dr Chan-Hoong Leong

Abby and Joe Letteri, ONZM

Margaret and Oscar Lewisohn

Leo and Robyn Lonergan

Ian Longstaff†

Keith Lyons

Dr Charlotte Macdonald

Peter Macdonald†

Dr David Madle† 

Sean Mallon

Bill Malthus

Alison Mann

Emeritus Professor Athol Mann, CMG†

Barbara Marriott

Malcolm McCaw^†

Beverley McCombs

Dr Gerard McCoy, QC†

Dr Geraldine McDonald, CNZM^†

Hon. Justice Sir John McGrath, KNZM, OC^†  
and Christine, Lady McGrath

Mary McHardy†

Sir Roy McKenzie, ONZ, KBE^§†

John McKinnon, CNZM and  
Avenal McKinnon, MNZM#†

Erika McLean and John McLean§†

Murray McNae, ONZM

Emeritus Professor Ken McNatty†

Joy McNicoll

Bruce and Trinh Middleton

John Miller and Stephanie Potocka De Montalk 

Dr Sukanya Mohan Das

Les Montgomery

Bob Morey and Timi Clark-Morey

Dr Gareth Morgan#

Rob Morrison

Viggo Mortensen

Naomi Morton† and Peter Morton†

John Nankervis, MNZM†

Julie Nevett

David Newman†

Helen Nia-Blake

Margaret Nielsen, ONZM†

John North†

Terence O’Brien†

James Ogden§

Hon. Justice Sir Mark O’Regan, KNZM  
and Nicola Saker

Emeritus Professor Gordon Orr† and  
Elizabeth Orr, CNZM*^†

Sebastian Page†

Rt Hon. Sir Geoffrey Palmer, KCMG, AC, KC, PC^

Donald Park 

Lynda Park

Margaret Parker†

Chris Parkin, CNZM# and Kathy Parkin

Kate Parsonson

Neil and Phillipa Paviour-Smith

Emeritus Professor Vladimir Pestov

George Pirouet†

Gary Plowman, KC

Collin Post†

Christopher Pottinger†

Dr Petpiboon Prasit

Emeritus Professor John Prebble, KC and  
Nicky Riddiford

Dame Kerry Prendergast, DNZM# and  
Rex Nicholls

Peter Preston-Thomas†

Susan Price, ONZM

Victoria Quade

Bernard Randall

Rt Hon. Dame Patricia Reddy, GNZM, QSO^

Susan Rhind†

Professor Jack Richards^

Rt Hon. Sir Ivor Richardson, PCNZM^†

Yvonne Riddiford

Dr Roger Ridley-Smith†

Uwe Rieger

Emeritus Professor John Rimmer

Sir Bruce Robertson, KNZM and  
Lyn, Lady Robertson

Emeritus Professor Roger Robinson and  
Kathrine Switzer

Lyna Samosir

Roy Savage†

Gertrude Sawmadal

John Sax

Glenn Schaeffer^

Richard Scobie

Shirley and Larry Seales

Dr Shayle Searle^†

Yoko and Dr Mansoor Shafi, MNZM

Audley Sheppard, KC

John Shewan, CNZM§#

William Shields†

Richard Simpson, CBE^†

Malcolm Small

Professor Tony Smith

Emeritus Professor John Spencer

Ross Steele

Craig Stevens

Professor Dave Stevenson^

Dr Paulina Suarez-Aspilla

Keith Sutton
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Swafford family

Emeritus Professor Ian Swingland, OBE

Professor Jeff Tatum and Dr Diana Burton

Judge Heemi Taumaunu#

Denis Thom§†

Wade Thompson^†

Andrew Thomson§

Esther Tippett Monk

Jennifer Todd

Sir John Todd, KNZM†

Katrina Todd

Michael Todd

Sir Ronald Trotter^†

Margaret, Lady Trotter

David Turner

Virginia Turner†

Stephen Turnovsky^

John Upton, KC

Kerrin Vautier, CMG and Noel Vautier

Matthew Vickers

Vangelis Vitalis

Dr Susanne Walker†

Emeritus Professor Pat Walsh, CNZM

Emeritus Professor Ray Watters

John and Gary Weiss

Trudy and Erik Westergaard

Mary Weston, CBE†

Sir Maarten Wevers, KNZM# and  
Lady Louise Rolleston

Alastair Whitelaw†

Pat Whitwell†

Dr Ian Williamson

James Wong

Po Wong

Inge Woolf, QSO†

Megan and Simon Woolf

And thanks to those who wish to remain 
anonymous.

#Distinguished Alumni Award recipient
^Honorary Doctorate recipient
§Hunter Fellow / Award Distinguished Service
†Deceased
*Gift by will

ORGANISATIONS
1993 Suffrage Centennial Trust

Accident Compensation Corporation

Adam Foundation

Allan and Joyce Ballantyne Medical Surgical   
 Education and Research Trust

Anstiss-Garland Charitable Trust

Antarctica New Zealand

ANZ Bank New Zealand Ltd

Asia New Zealand Foundation

Autism Intervention Trust

Bank of New Zealand

Bell Gully

BP Oil New Zealand Ltd

Breast Cancer Foundation New Zealand

British High Commission

Buddle Findlay

Building Research Association of New Zealand

Callaghan Innovation Research Ltd

Cameron Family Trust

Cameron Partners

Cancer Research Trust New Zealand

Chapman Tripp

Chartwell Trust

Choice Retail Ltd

Cisco NZ Ltd

Concrete NZ

Contact Energy Ltd

Creative New Zealand

Datacom Systems Ltd

Deane Endowment Trust

Deloitte New Zealand

Department of Internal Affairs

Dominion Post

Economic Development Group

e-Learning Porirua

Embassy of the United States of America

English-Speaking Union

Environmental Law Initiative Trust

Ericsson New Zealand

Ernslaw One Ltd

Federal Government of Malaysia

Fehl Charitable Trust

Financial Markets Authority

Fletcher Challenge Energy

FujiFilm Business Innovation New Zealand

Gama Foundation

Garfield Weston Foundation

George Mason Charitable Trust

Girls’ Friendly Society

GL Ltd

Grace Memorial Trust

Graduate Women Wellington

Grassroots Trust Central Ltd

Grow Wellington

GS1 New Zealand

Health and Disability Intelligence Unit

Hoku Foundation

Holden Harper

Holdsworth Charitable Trust

HRL Morrison & Co

IBM New Zealand Ltd

IHC Foundation

Infratil Ltd

INL Publishing

Inland Revenue

InPhySec

International Rhino Foundation

InternetNZ

Izard Weston

J.R. McKenzie Trust

J.R. McKenzie Trust Deaf Development Fund

Jack Jeffs Charitable Trust

Jack Shallcrass Educational Trust

Jade Software Company

Jordan Foundation

Joyce Fisher Charitable Trust

Les and Sonia Andrews’ Cultural Foundation

LexisNexis

Lion Foundation

MAC3 Impact Philanthropies

Malaghan Institute of Medical Research

Meridian Energy Ltd

Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation

Michael Hirschfeld Children’s Trust

Microsoft New Zealand

Ministry for Primary Industries

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Ministry of Justice

Ministry of Social Development

Mitsubishi Motors NZ Ltd

Morgan Foundation

Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa

Music Therapy New Zealand

Natural Gas Corporation

New Zealand Community Trust

New Zealand Defence Force

New Zealand Earthquake Commission

New Zealand Institute of Architects

New Zealand Institute of Management and  
 Leadership

New Zealand Law Foundation

New Zealand Lottery Grants Board

New Zealand Post

New Zealand Trade and Enterprise

New Zealand Treasury

Ngā Tāngata Tiaki o Whanganui

Ngāti Manawa Charitable Trust

Norman Kirk Memorial Trust

Old Boys-University Rugby Football Club

Oranga Tamariki—Ministry for Children

Osaka

Powerco Ltd

Prime Minister’s Science Prizes Secretariat 

PwC New Zealand

Rata Foundation

Renong Berhad

RobonomicsAI

Rotary Club of Wellington

Roy McKenzie Foundation

Saad Foundation

Sound Investments International

South Pacific Pictures

Spark New Zealand Ltd

St Andrew’s Trust for the Study of Religion  
 and Society 
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Bill Alington† and Margaret Alington, ONZM†

Graham and Mary Ansell

Dr Margaret L. Bailey

David Barr

Ian Baumgart, QSO†

Emeritus Professor Tim Beaglehole§†

Phillip Beavon and Suzanne Wood

Dr Marie Bell, CNZM§†

George Pirouet†

Kristelle Plimmer

Dr Nancy Pollock

Gillian and Vaughan Preece

Susan Price, ONZM

Dame Alison Quentin-Baxter, DNZM, QSO^†

Beverley Randell, MNZM

Beverley, Lady Reeves  
(Sir Paul and Lady Reeves Bequest)

Susan Rhind†

Yvonne Riddiford

Dr Roger Ridley-Smith†

Emeritus Professor Roger Robinson

Rodney Ruddick

Wendy Russell

Dr Glenn Swafford

Monica Taylor†

Roger Taylor†

Tricia Walbridge§

Emeritus Professor Pat Walsh, CNZM

Marion Walton

Emeritus Professor Ray Watters†

Lance Weller

Alastair Whitelaw†

Dr Kit Withers

And thanks to those who wish to remain 
anonymous.

#Distinguished Alumni Award recipient
^Honorary Doctorate recipient
§Hunter Fellow / Award Distinguished Service
†Deceased

St John’s in the City

Stewart Charitable Trust

Stout Trust

Sutherland Self-Help Trust

T.G. Macarthy Trust

Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu

TelstraClear Ltd

Thompson Family Foundation, Inc.

Todd Family Office Ltd

Todd Foundation

Tower Insurance

Transpower NZ Ltd

Trinity Newman Foundation

Turnovsky Endowment Trust

US Fish and Wildlife Service

Vector Ltd

Vocus Communications

W.H. (Bill) Vaughan Trust

Warren Architects’ Education Charitable Trust

Wellington City Council

Wellington Community Fund

Wellington Masonic Youth Trust

Wellington UniVentures Ltd

Wellington Women Lawyers’ Association

Westpac New Zealand

Wētā FX Ltd

Wigram Foundation

Wingnut Films Ltd

Withiel Fund Charitable Trust

Woodhouse Family Trust

WorkSafe New Zealand

Zoological Society of San Diego

And thanks to those who wish to remain 
anonymous.

VICTORIA LEGACY 
CLUB 
The Victoria Legacy Club was 
established by the Foundation 
to acknowledge and thank those 
alumni and friends who have left or 
have told us they intend to leave a 
gift to the University in their will. 
Would you consider leaving a 
gift to the University in your will? 
To talk about leaving a bequest, 
contact rosalene.fogel@vuw.ac.nz 
or	call	her	on	+64	463	6030.

Vivienne Abbott

Ginny Abernethy

Lois Absolum

Peter Adams

Courtney Addison

Gail Ah-Hi

Bill Alington*†

Professor Robert Amor

Beryl J. Anderson

Jasmina Andrejic

Sandra Annear

Ian and Gwyneth Armitage

Professor Richard Arnold

Paul Ash

Mary Atwool

Jack Austin

Professor Graeme Austin

Warwick Austin

Henning Axt

Dr Margaret L. Bailey

Helen Baldwin

David Ballagh

Julie Ballance

Nerissa Barber

Nicole Barker and Mark Ratcliffe

2023 DONORS
Thank you to all our donors who made 
donations of $50 or more during 2023.

Suzanne Blumhardt

Judge Ian Borrin§†

John Bowers†

Ian Boyd, ONZM§

Carla Brosnan†

Gordon Brown, OBE^

Emeritus Professor Bob Buckle, ONZM

Dr Joan Cameron†

David Carson-Parker§†

Yvonne Chan

Dennis Chippindale and Sahra Grinham

Ceri Alexis Chisholm

Alison Cole

Jeremy Commons^

Steve Curran

Dr Gerard Curry

Kathryn and Nicholas Curzon

Sir Roderick Deane, KNZM^ and  
Gillian, Lady Deane, CNZM

Dr Ray Dibble†

Fiona Eason

Feriel Falconer and Dr Robin Falconer

Prue Flacks

Rosalene Fogel

Brian Fox†

Clare Galambos-Winter§†

John Greenwood§

Léone Harkness§†

Professor Ross Harvey and Rachel Salmond

Arnold Heine, ONZM, QSM† and Janice Heine†

Graham Hill

Emeritus Professor Les Holborow, QSO^

Emeritus Professor Roger Hopkins† and Ruth 
Hopkins†

Dr Sheena Hudson†

John Hunter†

Professor Jim Johnston, FRSNZ, FNZIC

David Kay

Michael Kelly†

Professor Allison Kirkman

Erika Kremic†

David Lascelles

Ian Longstaff†

Doris Macdonald† and Peter Macdonald†

Dr David Madle† and Elizabeth Madle† 

Emeritus Professor Athol Mann, CMG†

Dr Angela Martin

Malcolm McCaw^†

David McCrone

Dr Geraldine McDonald, CNZM^†

Juliet McKee, QSO

Ian McKinnon, CNZM, QSO, JP

Joy McNicoll

Dr Anne Meade, CNZM#

Diana Meads

Barbara Milburn† and Jim Milburn, QSM†

Val Moreland

Sharon Murphy

Mary Neazor

Elizabeth Orr, CNZM^† and Emeritus Professor 
Gordon Orr†

Sebastian Page†
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Alice Christian

Lorraine and Rick Christie§ 

Mairi Clark

Sir John Clarke, KNZM

Joanne Clegg

Barbara Clendon

Bruce Cockburn

David Collins

Marilyn Collins Dawson

Professor Howard Conway

Emeritus Professor Gregor Coster, CNZM  
 and Heather Coster

Teresa Crawford

Catherine Crombie

John Crook

Emerita Professor Rowena Cullen

Souella Cumming, ONZM

Kathryn Curzon

Brenda Cutress, ONZM

Judge John Dalmer

Sue Dalton

Emerita Professor Raewyn Dalziel, ONZM#

Rose Darkins

Susan Davies

Professor Aeron Davis

Karen Davis

David Day

Nicola Day

Jane de Joux

Sir Roderick Deane, KNZM and  
 Gillian, Lady Deane, CNZM

Rachael Dewar

Peter Diessl, ONZM

Sue Dinsdale

Juliet Dobson

Mary and Michael Donn

Helen Donovan

Margaret Donovan

Christine Dopson

Jo Dow

Professor Rodney Downey

Constance Dreaver

Sir Mark Dunajtschik, KNZM^

Martin Duncan

Gary Dyall

David Eade*†

Mike Edison

Margaret Ellett

Professor Douglas Elliffe

David Elliott

Tim Ellis

Jane Eschenbach

Garry Evans, QSO

Natasha Fairley

Bill Falconer, CNZM

Martha Faulkner

Val Fergusson

Daniel Fernandez Martinez

Janice Finn

Carmel Fisher, CNZM

Professor Paul Fitzgerald

Jane Fletcher

Gavin Flower

Rosalene Fogel

Hannah Foley

Dawn Fookes

Judge Jeremy Fordham

Nicola Frean

Susan Frentzou

Karl Frost

Matt Frost, QSM

Jonathan Fry

Steven and Catherine Fyfe

John Fyson

Dr Sheena Gallocher

Martin Garcia

Bill Gavin, QSO

Deborah Geels

James Genever

Dr Jeremy Gibb

Graham Gibbs

Dr Ali Glasgow

Phil Glasson

Clare Gleeson

Maria Gobbi

Vivienne Godkin

Tania Gornik

Kallie Goulding

Annabel Graham

Joy Gray

Vanessa Green

Warwick Greenwood

Dr Gill Greer, CBE, MNZM^

Emeritus Professor Bob Gregory

Katharine Greig

Paddy Gresham

Moray Guise

Dr Shivali Gulab

Dr Bill Hackett

Graeme Halford

Richard Hallam

Ben Halliwell

Dr Frances Hammond

Hamish Hancock

Judith Hanratty, CVO, OBE^

Aaron Hape

Judy Hardie

Erina Harding

Amanda Hargreaves

Jenny Hargreaves

Hilary Harper

Jacquie Harper

Fred Harris

Stephen Harris

Judge Duncan Harvey

Professor Ross Harvey and Rachel Salmond 

Antoinette Hastings

Dave Hatfield

Laura Haughian

Peter Haythornthwaite, ONZM^

Craig Haywood

Cyril Healey

Brian Hedley

Wattie Heke

Lynn Barlow

Corinne Barnard

Jacqui Barnes

Elaine Barnett, MNZM

Celia Barr-Brown

Dr Murray Bartle

Evan Bayly

Malcolm Bayly

Brenton Beach

Musarrat Begum

Steve Behrendt

Amy Beliveau

Phillip Bell

Felicity Benge

Claire Benson

Neil Berkett

Donald Best, ONZM

Sunil Bhave

Karen Biggs

Mary and Peter Biggs, CNZM

Alastair Bisley, QSO

Lizzie Bisley

Maggie Blackburn

Barbara Blake

Dr Greg Bodeker

Dr Carol Bohmer

Linley Boniface

Vicky Boswell

Ian Boyd, ONZM§ 

Sarah Boyd

Trevor Boyle

Bettina Bradbury

Rosemary Bradford§ 

Grace Brennan

Donald Brooker

Margot and James Brough

Carol Brown

Roger Brown

Jocelyn Bryant

Di Buchan, QSM

Ann Buckingham

Winifred Bull

Amanda Bunting

Sylvia Burch

Feaua’i Burgess

Brendon Burns

John Burrell

Michael Burrowes

Dr Petra Butler

Mikayla Cahill

Doug Calhoun

Jenny Cameron

Kayla Campbell

Russell Campbell

Clara Cantal

Bruce Carey

Justin Cargill

Neil Carter

Yvonne Chan

Mike Chang

Ralph Chapman

Jeremy Cheng
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Chris Henry

Joan Hewlett

Raphael Hilbron

Dr Raymond Hoare

Craig Hobbs

Jack Hodder, KC and Toni McWhinnie

Bridget Hodgkinson

Emeritus Professor Les Holborow, QSO^ and  
 Dr Elizabeth McLeay

Emerita Professor Janet Holmes, ONZM

Val Hooper

Emeritus Professor Roger Hopkins*†

Faith Hopkins

Dr Michael Horton

Wayne Hudson

Bernard Hui

John Hunn, ONZM

Alan Hunt

Geoff Hunt

Professor Kate Hunter

Murray Hutchinson

David Iles

Kevin Barry Isherwood

Dr Yushi Ito

Sir Peter Jackson, ONZ, KNZM

Haydee Jacobs*†

Nerina Jaeger

Trevor Janes

Christoph Jenkinson

Juliette Jobson

Simon Johnson

Tony Johnston

Kathryn Jones

Fay Julian

John Kania

Elizabeth Kay

Deborah Keating

Professor Simon Keller

Matt Kennedy

Eugene Kennelly

Dr Jim Kennett

Justin Kerr

Max Kerr and Jenny Robertson

Jock Kershaw

Paul Ketko

Dr Harry Keys, ONZM#

Rob Keyzers

Dr Latiffa Khan

Dr Bhagwan Khanna

Marilyn Kilpatrick

Professor Sara Kindon

Dr Murray King

Monica King

Dr Bronwyn Kivell

Helen Koot

Justice Stephen Kós, KC, KNZM and  
 Jocelyn Afford

Susan Koster

Michael Kozyniak

Thong Kuah

Emeritus Professor Philip Kyle

Anne La Flamme

Dr Philip Laird, OAM

Irene Lau

Richard Laurenson

Chang Man Lee

Joseph Lee

Margaret Lee

Helen Lenihan Owens

Georgia Lenihan-Geels

Zoe Lenihan-Geels

Dr Chan-Hoong Leong

Peter Leslie

Abby and Joe Letteri, ONZM

Gwen Levick

Crystal Li

Jeffry Liando

Professor Hai Lin

Anne Liss

Dr Merian Litchfield

Leo and Robyn Lonergan

Judith Loveridge

Colin and Anne Lowe

David Lowe

Martien Lubberink

Stephen Lungley

Emerita Professor Vicky Mabin

Christine and David Macdonald, QSO

Dr Charlotte Macdonald

Garth MacIntyre

Chris and Kathryn MacKay

Carolyn Macphail

Sir Patrick Mahony, KNZM

Artem Maksimov

Graham Malaghan, ONZM^

Ann Mallinson, QSM

Patrick Maloney

Anne Manchester

Catherine Manchester

Alison Mann

Alastair Mansell

Professor Wade Mansell

Catherine Marks

Dr Robyn Marsack

Darryl Marshall

Professor Matthew Marshall

Richard Marshall

Leila Martley

Sanam Maskey

Bruce Mason

Kirsten Mason

Dr Don Mathieson, ONZM, KC and  
 Sally Mathieson

Clara Matthews

Dr Fiona McAlpine

Trish McBride

Peter McCaffrey

Sandra McCallum

Valerie McCay

Graeme McDonald

Philippa McDonald

Jenny McDougall

Christine McGrath

Richard McKechnie

Rachel McKenzie

Stuart McKenzie

Fiona McKergow

Pat McKinlay

Dr John McKinnon

Ann McLean

John McLeod, ONZM

John McLinden, KC

Dr James McMillan

Peter McMillan

Murray McNae, ONZM

Margaret McNaught

Cecily McNeill

Dr Anne Meade, CNZM#

John Meads

Dr Diane Menzies, ONZM

Edward Meredith

Rachel Metson

Bruce and Trinh Middleton

Trevor Miles

Katy Miller

Jhana Millers

Dr Andrea Milligan

Dr Alexander Mitchell

Dimitrios Mitsotakis

Juliet Montague

Vanessa Montgomerie

Ken Moon

Sandy Moore

Helen Mosley

Richard Moss

Roger Mundy

Sharon Murphy

Marilyn Murray

Mary Murray

Dr Nancy Naeser

Jenny Nanson

Tony Narbey

Robin Naylor

Rebecca Needham

Jenny Neligan

Julie Nevett

Rose Newell

Jonathan Newton

Man Moon Ng

Helen Nia-Blake

Rex Nicholls

John Niland

Yoshie Nishikawa

Mary Nixon

Dr Richard Norman

Professor Sally Jane Norman

Michael Norris

Scott Norton

Sue and Mal Nowill

Patricia O’Connor

James O’Brien

Mark O’Brien, KC

Hugh O’Connell

Sarah-Jane O’Connor

Tony O’Connor

Rachael Odlin



Report on Philanthropy 2023     25

Pip Oldham

Tim Oliver

Margaret Olsen

Siew Ling Ong

Hon. Justice Sir Mark O’Regan, KNZM and  
 Nicola Saker

Peter Orman

Deb O’Sullivan

Ashwin Pal

Chi Wing Pang

Richard Parfitt

Chris Parkin, CNZM# and Kathy Parkin

Kate Parsonson

Hero Patrianto

Douglas Pauling

Betina Pavri

Laree Payne

Dr Henry Percival

Lloyd Percival

Vera Phillips

Helen Pidwerbesky

Jo Pleydell

Neil Plimmer, MNZM

Kevin Plunkett

Lyncia Podmore

Dr Valerie Podmore

Randy Pollock

Emeritus Professor Jacques Poot and  
 Heather Poot

Jackie Pope and Joe Pope, ONZM

Professor Harry Powell^ and Elizabeth Powell

Ian Powell

Emeritus Professor John Prebble, KC and  
 Nicky Riddiford

Dame Kerry Prendergast, DNZM# and  
 Rex Nicholls

Diane Prescott

Martin Prout

Prudence Purser

Jeanette Quill-Wilcock

Erin Ramsay

Emeritus Professor John Read

John Redwood

Sue Reid

Dr Peter Renders

Mihiata Retimana

Suse Reynolds

Dr Aola Richards*†

Kriselle Richards

Audrey Ricketts

Nicky Riddiford

Paul Ridley-Smith

Judith Riley

Judge Kevin Riordan, ONZM

Malcolm Robbins

Jenny Robertson

Jill Robinson

Emeritus Professor Roger Robinson and  
 Kathrine Switzer

Sally Robinson

Tim Rochford

Dr Geoff Rogers

Matthew Rolfe

Bob Rosevear

Kevin Rowlatt

Gillian Royer

Derrick Russell

Wendy Russell

Yigit Saglam

Lyna Samosir

James Santos

Bee Saw

Marie Schmidt

Dr Ben Schrader

Mike Schreiber

Mal Schwartfeger

Trish Scott

Sue O’Donnell

David Shand

Gemma Sheehan

Frances and Graeme Siddle

Jesse Sigurdsson

Celia Simpson

Christina Sit Yee

Rebecca Siu

Robert Slade

John Sleeman

Bruce Smith

Dorothy Smith

Nicky Smith

Spencer Smith

Duncan Smyth

Tamar Solnik

Susan Sonntag

Phil Sowman

Dr Rodger Sparks

Dame Margaret Sparrow, DNZM, MBE^

Anton Spelman

Grant Spencer

Susan St John, CNZM, QSO

Vicky Stanbridge

Heidi Stedman

Blair Steer

Professor Bruce Stening

Larry Stenswick

Clayton Stent, MNZM

Mamari Stephens

Lottie Stevenson

Professor Dave Stevenson^

Ian Stockwell

Bruce Stowell

Donald Stracy

John Stratmore

James Sullivan

Kathryn Sutherland

Linda Sutton

Elizabeth Swanston

Chris and Charlotte Swasbrook

Colin Swinburn

Dr Edna Tait

Tony Tait

Jerry Talbot

Okan Tan

Judge Heemi Taumaunu#

Bruce Taylor

John Taylor, MNZM

Martin Taylor

Fiona Temple

Emerita Professor Margaret Tennant

John Terry

Urs Thannheiser

Pimpaporn Thitayanun

Ian Thomas

Judge Craig Thompson

Peter Thompson

Keith Thomson

Mollie Thomson

Richard Thomson

Jocelyn Thornton, MNZM

G. Thorpe

Clive Thursby

Suzy Timpson

Anthony Ting

Robert Tosswill

Suzannah Toulmin

Bridget Tourell

Patricia Tourell

George Troup

Dr Paddy Twigg

Joanne Twist

Rachel Underwood, QSM

Nicola Varuhas

Caryn Vautier

Kerrin Vautier, CMG and Noel Vautier

Dr Paul Veitch

Martijn Verburg

Matthew Vink

Polly Vowles

Jonathan Wake

Graham Wakefield

Tricia Walbridge§ 

Dr Derek Wallace and Deborah Battell

Emerita Professor Kathryn Walls  
 and Emeritus Professor Peter Walls, ONZM

Norman Wansbrough

Bruce Watkins

Kathryn Watson

Robert Watson

Sara Watters

Brad Weekly

Alisoun Werry

Ben West

Claire West

Jacqueline West

Jude West

Sir Maarten Wevers, KNZM# and  
 Lady Louise Rolleston

Cecily Wheeler

Sharon White

Virginia Wigram

Andrea Wilkinson

Andrew Wilks

Marian Willberg

Keith Willett

Keith Williams

Pat Williams

James Willis
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Bruce Wilson and Jill White, MNZM

Rebekah Wilson

Vicki Wilson

Marcus Win

Thomas Winitana

Kitty Wishart

Amanda Wolf

Dr Jenny Wollerman

Nelson Wong

Amanda Wood

Amanda G. Wood

Freya Woodford

Ethne Wyndham-Smith

Ming Xi

Anne Yates

Katrina Young

Andrew Zielinski

David Zwartz, ONZM

And thanks to those who wish to remain 
anonymous. 

#Distinguished Alumni Award recipient 
˄Honorary Doctorate recipient 
§Hunter Fellow/Award Distinguished Service
†Deceased 
*Gift by will  

ORGANISATIONS
Accident Compensation Corporation

Allan and Joyce Ballantyne Medical and Surgical  
 Education and Research Trust

Alphero

Anstiss-Garland Charitable Trust

ANZ Bank New Zealand Ltd

Aotearoa New Zealand Association of Art   
 Educators

Apple, Inc.

Aquaheat Facility Services Limited

Australian Coral Reef Society Inc.

Australian High Commission

Autism Intervention Trust

Balanced Foundation

Cameron Partners

Chapman Tripp

Chartered Accountants Australia and  
 New Zealand

Chartwell Trust

Chubb Life Insurance New Zealand Ltd

Copyright Licensing New Zealand

CoveKinloch Compliance Ltd

CPA Australia Limited

Creative New Zealand

Datacom Systems Ltd

Deane Endowment Trust

Deloitte New Zealand

Department of Internal Affairs

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet

DXC Technology NZ Limited

Embassy of France in Wellington

Embassy of Israel

Embassy of the State of Kuwait

Embassy of the United States of America

Energy Education Trust of New Zealand

Entain New Zealand

Environmental Law Initiative Trust

EnviroPAST

EY

FAME Trust

Federation of Māori Authorities

Fehl Charitable Trust

Fertility New Zealand

Financial Markets Authority

Friends of Taputeranga Marine Reserve   
 Charitable Trust

Friends of The Wellington Botanic Garden

Fujifilm Business Innovation New Zealand

Gama Foundation

Garfield Weston Foundation

George Mason Charitable Trust

Gift Trust

Girls’ Friendly Society

Google

Graduate Women Wellington

Hoku Foundation

HRL Morrison & Co

Human Resources Institute of New Zealand

IHC Foundation

Infospecs

Infratec New Zealand Ltd

Infratil Ltd

Initiatives of Change New Zealand

International Association of Cryospheric   
 Sciences

Istar Ltd

Jack Hackett’s

Jack Jeffs Charitable Trust

Jelas Foundation

Johnson Group

Kate Sheppard Chambers

Knight Associates Ltd

KPMG New Zealand

Kwikill Pest Control & Fumigation Services Ltd

Laerdal New Zealand

Laywood Chan & Family Ltd

Lilburn Trust

Lion Foundation

Lloyd Morrison Trust

MAC3 Impact Philanthropies

Maurice and Phyllis Paykel Trust

Mayne Wetherell

Michael and Suzanne Borrin Foundation

Ministry of Education

Minter Ellison Rudd Watts

Morgan Foundation

MSA Charitable Trust

Museum of New Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa

Music Therapy New Zealand

New Zealand Architects Co-Operative Society   
 Ltd

New Zealand Council for Civil Liberties

New Zealand Farm Forestry Association

New Zealand Indonesian Association

New Zealand Institute of Chemistry

New Zealand Institute of Economic Research

New Zealand Law Librarian Association

New Zealand Multiple Sclerosis Research Trust

Nikau Foundation

Norman Kirk Memorial Trust

Ocean Design Group Ltd

Office of the Speaker

Oroya and Melvin Day Trust

Partners Life

PB Technologies

Perpetual Guardian

Psychoactive Studios

Public Service Commission

Ralph and Eve Seelye Charitable Trust

Raye Blumenthal Freedman Trust

Religious Diversity Centre in Aotearoa  
 New Zealand Trust 

Retirement Villages Association of New Zealand

Rotary Club of Port Nicholson Charity Trust

Rotary Club of Wellington

Rule Foundation

Sea of Faith New Zealand

Setpoint Solutions Ltd—Wellington

Simpson Grierson

Springload Ltd

Story Inc

Stout Trust

Studio Pacific Architecture Ltd

Tararua Tramping Club

Tax Policy Charitable Trust

TDB Advisory

Team IM New Zealand

Todd Family Office Ltd

Transparency International New Zealand

Trimble Navigation New Zealand Limited

Tumbleweed Tees

University of Canterbury

Warren and Mahoney Architects Ltd

Wellington City Council

Wellington Historical and Early Settlers   
 Association

Wellington Women Lawyers’ Association

WellingtonNZ

Wētā FX Ltd

Wetland Care New Zealand

Wilderlab NZ Limited

Winton and Margaret Bear Charitable Trust

Withiel Fund Charitable Trust

Zonta Club of Christchurch-Canterbury

And thanks to those who wish to remain 
anonymous.
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THANK YOU TO   
OUR VOLUNTEERS
We couldn’t do what we do without you. Special thanks to the board of trustees of the Foundation for their  
commitment and leadership.

2023 VICTORIA UNIVERSITY OF WELLINGTON FOUNDATION BOARD

THANKS ALSO TO OUR OTHER SUPPORTERS
Gifts from our supporters based in the United Kingdom and United States are managed by the Friends of Victoria 
University of Wellington and the US Friends of Victoria University of Wellington respectively. These independent  
non-profit organisations have been set up to advance the University and strengthen our ties overseas. 

2023 Friends of Victoria University  
of Wellington UK
• Pinar Bacgi
• James McArthur
• Karyn Newman
• Sue O’Donnell
• Audley Sheppard, chair

2023 US Friends of Victoria University 
of Wellington
• Zach Beardman, president 
• Dr Shivali Gulab, treasurer 
• Erica McLean, assistant treasurer 
• Dominic Misiolo Sofe
• Sue O’Donnell 

Dame Kerry  
Prendergast, chair

John Allen Emeritus Professor 
Gregor Coster

Souella Cumming Hon. Chris Finlayson, KC Steven Fyfe

Raphael Hilbron Alan Judge Professor Nic Smith Tricia Walbridge

Sir Maartin Wevers

Tim Pankhurst

Jessica Ye (VUWSA 
representative)

Ruth Harley
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LOOKING 
AHEAD

Philanthropy is vital for the growth of the University. It is the key to us being able to make a positive difference to individuals and 
communities. Together, we can do more to give our students a great university experience. Thank you for your continued support. 

Across a broad range of priority areas, there are numerous 
projects and programmes you can choose to support: 

• creating opportunities for students through 
scholarships, opening the door of opportunity for many 
students who might otherwise never be able to access 
a university education 

• developing and growing engaging arts and culture 
programmes

• supporting innovative teaching and learning projects 

• backing research programmes that can change lives. 

Every gift counts. You can give through business 
sponsorship, one-off or regular individual donations, or by 
leaving a gift in your will to ensure that your legacy continues 
long after you are gone. 

To find out more, go to www.wgtn.ac.nz/giving 

You can also make a significant difference by giving your 
time as a volunteer. You could effect change in the University 
and the wider community by:

• helping us to build valuable and mutually beneficial 
international relationships

• advising on educational quality and excellence

• undertaking advisory and governing board positions

• supporting a student through mentoring, advice, or 
opportunities.

To find out more about the various ways you can engage 
with the University, go to www.wgtn.ac.nz/engage 

Thank you again for all your support. It wouldn’t be possible 
without you.

http://www.wgtn.ac.nz/giving
http://www.wgtn.ac.nz/engage
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MEET THE TEAM
The staff in the Development and Alumni Relations Office—Te Kura Tangata are dedicated to 
ensuring the longevity of the Foundation and all the projects it supports. 

• James Aldridge, research and data adviser

• Denise Aquino, research and data adviser

• Eve Backhaus, communications and marketing 
manager—development 

• Corinne Barnard, acting associate director—
fundraising 

• Victoria Beckett, senior development manager 

• Grace Brennan, associate director—fundraising

• Rebecca Burke, development manager—
scholarships and projects

• Amanda Cunningham, engagement and events 
adviser

• Helen Dougherty, senior engagement and alumni 
adviser

• Megan Edwards, campaigns adviser

• Rosalene Fogel, senior development manager—
bequests 

• Amanda Fraser, associate director—operations

• Kylie Green, engagement and events adviser

• Leah Johanson, events manager

• Kristina Marklew, philanthropic scholarships adviser

• Jenny McDougall, senior development writer

• Caroline Nebel, senior engagement and events adviser

• Sue O’Donnell, executive director 

• Yun Ting Pang, accountant 

• Gabriel Prinsich, engagement and alumni adviser

• Ange Scott, donations and office administrator 

• Christina Sit Yee, development manager 

• Heidi Stedman, alumni engagement manager

• Charlotte Te Kata, research, data and reporting 
manager

• Ellen Walden-Kyd, senior engagement and alumni 
adviser—communications

• Brad Weekly, development manager
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